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I  W23  bom  in  Richmond,  Indiana  August  17,  1850,  and  four  or  five  ycar3 
later  my  parents  (Irvin  and  Mary  M.  need)  lived  on  a  fern  till  I  was  fourteen 
years  old*  The  farm  was  sold  to  a  Fry,  then  wo  moved  to  town,  where  the 
Y.I1C.A.  now  stands*  The  public  school  building  on  Fifth  street,  was  built 
in  1856.  I  attended  school  there  till  I  finished  the  sixth  reader  and  be¬ 
cause  there  was  then  no  high  school  in  Richmond,  my  brother  Charley  and  I 
attended  Hiram  Hadley *s  Academy  in  the  first  Hicksite  Quaker  Meeting  Build¬ 
ings  at  the  point  where  Ft.  Wayne  Avenue  and  Fourth  (Franklin)  street  inter¬ 
sect* 

One  day  I  saw  by  the  Palladium  that  Congressman,  George  W.  Julian,  came 
home  in  (Centerville,  six  miles  from  Richmond)  for  a  few  days,  so  with  my 
mother’s  consent  I  rode  our  horse  John  and  called  on  him*  In  answer  to  my 
questions  he  said  there  would  be  a  vacancy  at  West  Point  the  next  June.  I 
asked  for  it  and  he  said  he  would  appoint  me  if  no  one  who  had  served  in  the 
Civil  War  applied*  1  got  him  to  promise  not  to  advertise  the  vacancy  and  the 
next  July  I  received  the  appointment  as  a  conditional  Cadet  to  report  for 
physical  and  mental  examination  at  West  Point  between  the  first  and  tenth  of 
next  June* 


After  two  years  at  the  Academy  vq  went  to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  to  attend 
high  school  there,  stopped  one  night  in  a  hotel  and  the  next  day  we  got  a 
room  on  State 'Street  in  Mrs*  Rider’s  house*  We  paid  ChO  a  month  for  the 
room  and  our  board  but  we  had  to  buy  wood  to  heat  our  room*  We  bought  four 
foot  wood  and  sawed  and  split  it  ourselves.  My  father  paid  $20,  our  non  - 
resident  college  fee,  and  sent  us  a  month  to  cover  our  board,  room, 
wood  and  incdiental  expenses*  He  also  sent  us  money  (I  forget  amount)  for 
us  to  visit  Niagara  Falls  during  Christmas  vacation* 

The  University  opened  about  ten  days  after  the  high  school  and  when  we 
saw  the  freshmen  we  thought  manyoof  them  looked  greener  than  ourselves,  so 
lie  listened  to  the  oral  examinations  a  while,  were  examined  and  admitted  to 
the  University* 

I  left  Ann  Arbor  the  next  spring,  saw  "Muster  and  Inspection"  of  the 
first  U*S.  Infantry  at  Fort  Wayne,  Detroit,  Michigan  on  April  30,  1869* 

Then  after  a  visit  home  I  reported  June  7th,  at  West  Point  and  on  July  1, 
1869,  I  was  admitted  as  a  cadet,  graduated  June  13th,  !S?3  and  commissioned 
2nd  Lieutenant  first  U.S*  infantry* 

%  first  station  (now  a  part  of  Port  Huron)  was  Fort  Gratiot,  Michigan* 
1  reported  September  30th,  Capt*  Tolman  was  the  only  officer  present  so  I 
was  at  once  appointed  Post  Adjutant,  Post  Quartermaster,  Acting  Assistant 
Commissary  of  Subsistence  and  Signal  Officer*  I  learned  these  duties  in 
six  or  eight  months.  Next  June  my  regiment  (stationed  at  various  fiats  on 

the  Great  Lakes)  changed  stations  with  the  22nd  Infantry  at  three  forts  on 
the  Missouri  river  in  Dakota  Territory*  I  was  kept  back  with  six  men  till 
Capt.  Clarke’s  company  of  the  22nd  Infantry  arrived.  It  took  a  few  days  to 


' 


transfer  public  property.  Three  detachments*  each  of  six  men  from  other  posts 
reported  to  go  vest  with  my  detachment.  Sergeant  LaDukoj  recently  discharged 
from  B  Company  and  his  wife*  a  laundress*  wanted  to  re-cnlist*  also  reported 
to  ro  with  mo. 


I  got  in  with  the  best  people  of  Port  Huron  and  enjoyed  myself  there.  I 
was  given  passes  on  the  Grand  Trank  R.R.  and  on  tho  street  car  line*  and  my 
uniform  passed  me  on  the  ferry  to  Pori  a  iiCXwo tx*  d*  Canada*  opposite  the  fort.  I 

spent  money  so  freely  that  on  February  28th  I  lacked  fifty  cents  of  enough  to 

pay  ny  board  (#20  a  month)*  my  laundry  and  tho  boy  who  took  care  of  my  quart¬ 
ers  (each  $2  a  month).  It  was  a  lesson  to  ms  and  ever  since  I  have  lived 

within  ray  means*  then  #116*67  per  month. 

With  twenty-five  men*  o no  woman  and  a  greyhound  god  I  took  a  steamer 
around  the  lakes  to  Chicago  with  three  days  rations  for  the  men®  I  being  an 
officer  had  to  pay  for  my  own  food  ahd  lodging.  At  Chicago  I  drew  rations 
for  three  more  days  and  was  told  to  get  more  at  Sioux  City*  Iowa  where  there 
was  a  delay  of  three  hours  between  the  arrival  of  the  Illinois  Central  and 
the  departure  of  the  Dakota  Southern  railway  trains.  Ily  men  got  in  a  day 
coach*  I  got  in  the  sleeper  and  such  a  sleeper  it  was*  just  an  ordinary  day 
coach;  alternate  seats  were  turned  so  as  to  face  one  another*  galvanized 
pipes  supported  horizontal  ones  on  either  side  of  the  car  and  braced  by  still 
other  pipes  fastened  to  the  sides  of  the  car.  Mattresses  were  piled  at  each 
end  of  the  car  next  to  tho  tow  toilets  (wo  saw  the  track  through  the  hole  in 
the  toilet  bowl.)  A  tank  with  a  faucet  supplied  water  for  washing  the  face 
and  hands,  waste  water  was  emptied  in  the  toilet  bowl.  Pillows*  sheets* 
blankets*  and  curtains  with  hooks  on  one  end  of  each  curtain  were  under  the 
seats.  "When  a*  berth  was  to  be  used  the  porter  moved  the  seats  supported 
them  on  wooden  braces*  took  out  pillows*  blankets*  etc.*  laid  the  backs  of 
tho  seats  horizontal*  brought  a  mattress*  made  the  bed  and  hung  the  curtains. 
Passengers  washed  in  the  toilet  rooms  in  bowls  placed  against  the  wall*  one 
for  the  ladies  and  one  for  men.  Not  more  than  half  the  berths  were  occupied* 
too  expensive*  the  price  S3  I  remember  it  was  #1.5>0  per  berth*  Chicago  to 
Sioux  City.  Smokers  had  to  go  into  the  smoking  car. 

When  the  conductor  came  to  me  I  handed  him  a  transportation  request* 
Chicago  to  Yankton*  D.T.*  for  myself  and  the  twenty  four  men;  he  gave  it  back 
with  a  pencil*  said  ’’Sign  it  please*  what  about  the  extra  man*  his  wife  and 
dog  with  your  party?”  I  answered  I  would  net  give  up  the  request  till  I  got 
in  the  Dakota  Southern  train*  and  added  that  tho  steamer  from  Port  Huron  to 
Chicago  charged  nothing  for  the  extra  .man*  hi  a  wife  ond  dog.  He  said*  nIf 
you  don’t  sign  that  request*  give  it  to  me*  and  pay  for  the  man*  wife  and 
dog*  1*11  put  you  off  the  train. ”  I  told  him  that  he  could  not  put  r.e  and 
ny  armed  men  off  the  train  and  that  he  had  better  id-.ro  his  superior  for  in¬ 
structions.  1  think  the  number  of  the  request  and  date  is  all  you  need;  see 
the  answer  you  get.  He  wired*  got  an  answer*  cane  to  me  and  said*  ’’You  are 
right*  I’ll  take  the  number  of  the  request  and  I  am  told  to  pass  the  extra 
man*  wife  and  dog.  I  will  wire  for  hot  coffee  for  the  men  and  I  want  you  to 
be  my  guest  for  dinner®  I’ll  tell  tho  next  conductor  about  the  order*  he 
comes  on  at  midnight  and  won’t  disturb  you  till  morning.” 


I  got  up  for  a  six  o’clock  breakfast*  this  conductor  said  he  forgot  to 
wire  but  he  would  see  to  coffee  for  my  men.  I  went  with  him  to  the  lunchroom 
and  he  told  the  owner  to  get  breakfast*  (Beef-steak*  fried  potatoes*  coffee* 
bread  and  butter)  for  himself*  me  and  the  twenty-five  men  and  one  woman*  and 
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neat  for  a  dog*  I  told  him  that  the  non  had  cooked  rations  and  all  1  was 
authorised  to  buy  was  hot  coffee*  "Do  as  I  say  Ila  an"  -  "Me  haven’t  enough 
neat**1  " Send  for  it."  "The  shop  is  not  open*”  "Wake  the  butcher,  1*11  hold 
the  train*1’  After  breakfast  the  landlady  said  her  husband  was  killed  during 
the  Civil  War  and  that  he  went  hungry  sometimes^  the  neat  cost  f 2.2 $  and  that 
was  all  she  would  charge ,  1  paid  it*  The  conductor  treated  to  cigars.  When 
we  returned  to  the  train  he  said  let  the  dog  out  for  a  run*  It  took  nearly 
an  hour  to  get  the  dog  back  but  we  arrived  in  Sioux  City  on  tine* 

When  we  got  off  the  train  I  directed  my  lance  sergeant  (the  extra  run, 
who  had  been  a  first  sergeant  and  would  be  again  when  we  got  to  Fort  Sully  , 
D.T.)  to  see  that  the  rations  I’d  send  down  there  tw:  re-  y  t  V*~in  as  I 

might  be  delayed  to  sign  the  ration  return*  I  was  delayed,  Hr.  0,  the 

grocer,  who  sold  the  rations,  sent  me  to  the  depot  in  a  special  wagon.  I  ar¬ 
rived  about  five  minutes  before  time  of  the  trail  to  start#  The  sergeant  not 
mo  at  the  depot  and  said  the  men  are  on  the  train  but  the  railway  people  won’t 
let  the  rations  be  put  on.  I  said,  "Sergeant,  bring  six  men  with  arms,  loaded 
and  report  to  no  at  the  engine I  told  one  ran  to  shoot  the  engineer  if  ho 
moved  the  train,  another  to  shoot  the  conductor  if  he  into rf erred,  another  to 
shoot  the  train  master  if  ho  in  t  erf  erred*  ’’Now  sergeant,  send  me  six  men 
without  arms.”  I  put  two  in  the  baggage  car  and  had  four  pass  up  the  rations 
and  when  aboard,  I  told  the  conductor  to  run  his  train,  do  any  telegraphing 
he  wished  and  make  the  usual  stops.  Ho  said  he  would  not  run  the  train,  I 
said  you  will.  Uncle  Same  has  taken  charge  of  this  train  and  I  represent 
Uncle  Sara  and  if  necessary  I’ll  put  a  man  behind  you  to  prod  you  with  a  bay¬ 
onet*  He  ran  the  train. 


Ho  and  I  and  four  commercial  travelers  stopped  at  the  Merchant f8  Hotel 
in  Yankton  (the  men  I  put  in  a  vacant  building  near  the  station).  After 
supper  in  chairs  in  front  of  the  hotel,  one  drummer  said  he  and  his  friends 
wanted  a  little  fun*  Two  of  them  took  the  conductor  and  two  took  me  to  a 
saloon,  one  called  for  sic:  beers,  all  six  took  up  the  glasses  and  the  one 
who  treated  said  -  "Here’s  to  the  health  of  the  lieutenant,  may  he  come  back 
with  his  scalp."  The  conductor  set  down  his  glass  and  declined  to  drink, 
the  four  drummers  made  bin  drink  to  the  toast#  Each  drummer  and  I  treated, 
then  the  conductor  was  forced  to  treat  and  give  the  sane  toast#  All  ended 
in  good  humor*  At  that  tine  one-half  the  stores  in  Yankton  (about  l££0 
people)  were  saloons. 

I  boarded,  with  my  men,  the  first  up  river  steamer,  my  station  was  Fort 
Sully#  While  there  I  was  first  Pest  Adjutant  then  Post  Quartermaster.  An 
officer  of  the  post  was  ordered  away  on  detached  service,  so  I  was  transferred 
from  H  to  B  company* 

One  day  at  the  trader  store,  Lons  Dog,  a  Sioux  came  in  and  when  he  open¬ 
ed  the  buffalo  robe  he  had  one,  I  noticed  many  characters  in  black  and  red 
paint  and  learned  from  Maurice,  the  clerk,  that  Lone  Dog  was  the  Sioux  Hist¬ 
orian  and  that  there  were  one  hundred  pictures  on  his  robe,  each  picture  de¬ 
signed  to  represent  the  principal  event  of  that  year*  Mr#  Durfec,  the  trader, 
had  a  copy  of  the  figures  on  the  robe  made  on  cotton  cloth  a  yard  square#  I 
had  a  copy  of  it  made  and  another  day  when  Lone  Dog  cane  in,  through  an  in¬ 
terpreter,  I  had  a  ran  write  a  description  of  each  character#  T$r  sketch  and 
explanation  were  published  in  a  government  publication  by  G.  Nailery,  and 
cotton  cloth  and  interpretation  of  the  characters  are  now  in  the  library  at 
West  Point* 


’ 
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Early  in  1875  gold  was  discovered  in  the  Black  Kills*  B*T*  that  then 
belonged  to  Sioux  Indians  and  abounded  with  deer,  antelope *  etc.  The  Sioux 
protested  against  tdiito  people  going  on  their  reservations  frightening  cr 
killing  their  game,  so  at  the  request  of  the  Indian  Bureau  in  Washington* 
the  War  department  sent  two  detachments  of  thirty  to  forty  non  each*  the  one 
near  Fort  Pierre  trail  at  the  crossing  of  the  Missouri  to  the  Black  Hills j 
the  other  at  a  point  of  a  trail  on  the  west  side  to  the  hills*  to  prevent 
white  people  from  going  to  the  hills* 

For  thirty  days  X  commanded  the  detachment  at  Fierro  crossing*  Parly  - 
one  morning  the  half  breed  scout  awakened  no  and  said  that  he  had  pulled  an 
empty  boat  from  the  river.  It  was  lost  by  a  party  of  white  men  on  route  to 
the  Black  Hills*  That  was  the  only  time  this  scout  ever  spoke  English  to  me; 
there  was  no  interpreter  there  to  talk  through* 

Army  enlistments  used  to  be  for  five  years  and  as  there  then  was  no  re¬ 
tired  list  for  enlisted  men*  some  of  them  stayed  in  the  army  until  they  were 
over  sixty  years  old.  One  became  sc  old  and  feeble  that  his  captain  got  per¬ 
mission  for  him  to  enter  the  !1  Soldiers  Home”  *  in  Washington*  D*C*  I  was  de¬ 
tailed  to  talc©  him*  which  I  did* 

On  my  return  to  Fort  Sully  my  brother  Frank  went  with  me*  w©  caught  the 
last  down  river  boat  at  Bismarck*  then  the  western  end  of  the  Northern  Paci¬ 
fic  R*K*>  and  he  stayed  with  mo  till  the  next  spring.  At  that  time  all  pass¬ 
enger  trains  stopped  at  night  at  Hoorehead*  Ii.T.  feme  passengers  had  guns 
in  the  coaches  and  the  conductor  told  them  if  they  wished  to  hunt  he’d  stop 
the  train*  they  could  get  off*  keep  in  sight  of  the  train  he’d  go  slew  and 
when  they  wished  to  get  on*  he’d  stop  for  them*  No  game  was  scon  and  after 
an  hour’s  tramp  the  hunters  got  on  the  train  again* 

He  stopped  at  Bismarck*  The  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Lincoln  (across 
the  Missouri)  cent  a  Dougherty  wagon  to  take  us  to  the  steamer  the  next  day* 
It  arrived  after  dark  and  tied  up  on  our  side  of  the  river  three  or  four 
miles  below  Bosmarek  in  a  dense  woods*  He  stopped  at  one  end  of  the  woods 
and  I  walked  half  mil©  or  more  to  reach  the  boat*  awakened  the  clerk*  ho 
turned  out  a  row  boat  crew  and  took  me  to  get  our  baggage.  When  we  got  on 
the  boat*  one  of  my  walises  was  missing*  the  clerk  would  not  send  back  for 
it  and  I  never  got  it.  He  reached  Sully  the  second  or  third  day* 


The  Rev.  Fennell  had  an  Episcopal  Mr's  cion*  twenty  miles  north  of  Brule 
Agency*  He  ate  Christmas  dinner  with  Frank  and  me  at  Sully.  A  few  days 
afterward  Fennell  was  at  lower  Brule  Agency*  a  Sioux  there  told  that  his 
heart  was  bad  and  he  was  going  to  kill  the  first  white  man  ha  saw  after 
leaving  the  Agency*  The  commanding  officer  heard  this  and  offered  Fennell 
a  guard  to  the  mission;  Fennell  declined*  saying  that  that  Indian  was  one 
of  hispets*  An  hour  later  the  Indian  returned  to  the  Agency*  said  he  killed 
a.  white  man  and  was  sorxy  it  was  Fennell.  Two  mounted  men  were  sent  out  and 
found  the  horse  eating  grass  and  Fennell’s  body  in  his  wagon*  The  military 
was  not  allowed  to  arrest  the  slayer*  no  punishment  was  ever  inflicted  on 
him  because  Washington  feared  it  might  start  a  war* 

One  day  Sans  Arc  John  invited  me  to  a  Sun  Dance*  a  few  miles  above 
Lower  Brule  Agency*  La sell  gave  me  permission.  Sun  dances  incited  the 
Indians  to  kill  white  people*  John  said  he  would  protect  me  with  hie  own 
life*  so  Irwent  with  him*  Young  buck  candidates  under  go  hard  trials  before 
they  are  classed  as  braves*  The  dance  was  held  in  a  very  large  tent  with  an 
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opening  in  the  center  for  the  sum  to  shine  on  them  while  they  danced  with  a 
then;.;  tied  to  a  strip  of  flesh  cut  in  the  treat  or  back  cr  both  (one  at  a 
time )  and  fastened  to  a  tall  polo  in  the  center  of  the  tent. 

They  danced  around  the  pole,  eyes  on  the  sun  till  the  strip  of  flesh 
broke.  Tcm-tims  were  beaten  during  the  dance  cooked  dog  was  apssed  to  all 
except  the  dancers.  X  took  the  lower  jaw  and  as  no  neat  was  on  it  I  went 
through  the  notions  of  eating.  The  dance  lasted  several  hours  and  was  broken 
by  the  Indian  Agent  issuing  a  dozen  live  beef  cattle*  The  Indians  grabbed 
guns  and  ponies  and  chased  the  cattle  and  killed  them  on  the  run  like  they 
kill  buffalo. 


*  *  *■  *-/  j  -  - - -  ~  w 

all  of  the  other  officers  have  squaws  (xrives)  and  I  have  none;  if  I  would 
give  him  fifty  cents  he  would  send  his  squaw  to  me  at  the  time  and  place  ! 

.  -c!  -X  ^  J 


wished 

I  expressed  my  thanks  and  declined  his.  offer* 

The  white  people  made  new  trails  to  the  Black  Hills  and  soon  there  were 
so  many  whites  there  that  the  Postmaster  General  sent  mails  to  and  from  the  . 
hills  via  Fort  Pierre  trail*  Another  thing,  the  Indians  knew  that  seme 
Indian  agents  did  not  give  them  all  of  the  supplies  the  government  bought 
for  them  so  that  Spring  many  Sioux  left  their  reservations  on  hunting  trips 
and  troops  were  sent  (under  Gen.  Custer  and  other  officers)  to  drive  them 
back.  A  battle  was  fought  at  Slim  Buttes,  Mont.  Territory  by  troops  of 
Crook. 


The  president  appointed  a  commission  of  a  dozen  members  to  visit  Cheyenne 
Fdver  Agency,  Dakota  Territory,  and  then  go  to  Red  Cloyd  Agency,  Wyoming 
Territory.  At  each  of  these  places  a  large  warehouse  was  built  to  hold 
clothing  and  food  to  be  sent  and  issued  to  the  Sioux  in  exchange  for  their 
Black  Kills.  I  attended  the  meeting  held  in  the  Cheyenne  Agency  building; 
speeches  were  made  by  some  of  the  members  and  by  a  few  of  the  old  chiefs. 
Several  thousand  Sioux  gathered  at  the  Agency,  hundreds  of  them  filled  the 
min  part  of  the  building  which  had  five  or  six  sliding  doors  on  each  long 
side,  but  only  one  door  was  opened*  Col.  Buell  of  the  11th  infantry  had 
practically  all  of  his  men  engaged  in  sheeting  and  roofing  new  buildings  for 
his  regiment  which  had  recently  been  added  to  this  poet*  A  guard  of  twenty 
non  stood  behind  tho  conmiesionora,  with  their  rifles  loaded  buttes  cn  tho 
floor.  A  few  of  us  officers  from  Fort  Sully  (six  miles  south)  also  stood 
behind  tho  commissioners.  When  the  building  was  filled  no  more  Sioux  were 
admitted.  When  &  speaker  spoke  of  ceding  tho  Black  Hills  to  the  United 
States  nearly  all  of  the  Sioux  in  the  Building  expressed  disapproval.  Gen. 
Buell  took  all  of  his  men  from  work,  had  them  get  their  rifles  and  posted  a 
detachment  at  each  closed  sliding  door*  After  the  last  speech,  a  feeble 
old  chief  arose,  walked  to  the  table  W  ere  the  treaty  laid  and  when  he 
touched  the  pen  (the  Indian  way  of  signing)  all  of  the  young  bucks  sprang 
to  their  feet,  drew  (from  under  their  blankets)  guns  and  knives,  and  yelled 
a  protest.  I  thought  the  time  had  come  for  me  to  die,  then  the  sliding 
doors  rolled  open  with  soldiers  pointing  their  rifles  in  the  building.  The 
Indians  sat  down  and  hid  their  weapons,  a  few  more  old  chiefs  signed  and  all 
adjourned.  A  one  sided  treaty  is  it  not? 
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Gne  clay  at  the  Trader  Ftore  a  number  of*  us  officers  wore  waiting  in 
our  club  room  for  the  mail  to  be  distributed,  A  young  man  entered  and  said 
that  months  before  he  applied  to  John  Dillon  of  Yankton  to  drive  the  mail 
wagon  between  Yankton  and  the  Black  Kills  and  while  on  his  first  trip  x.dth 
Dillon  to  learn  the  trail,  soon  after  crossing  the  Missouri  near  old  Fort 
Pierre,  they  were  attacked  by  Indians  who  scalped  him  and  supposing  him  to 
be  dead  left  him  on  the  ground  and  galloped  off  with  Dillon’s  led  horses, 
Dillon  came  back,  put  him  in  the  wagon  and  took  him  to  the  Kills,  He  took 
off  his  toupee  and  showed  his  scalped  head, 

A  good  many  Indians  lived  across  the  river  from  the  fort  and  once  in  a 
while  a  number  of  them  would  come  to  the  post,  one  or  two  call  on  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  (who  at  his  deselection,  could  issue  food  supplies  to  deserv¬ 
ing  Indians)  and  offer  to  give  us  a  ‘'grass  dance”  for  something  to  cat,  Khen 
the  offer  was  accepted  the  Indians  led  us  to  a  nearby  roomy  place,  a  dozen 
or  more  bucks  would  throw  off  their  blankets  and  everything  except  their 
moccasins  and  breech  clouts  (worn  between  the  legs  supported  by  a  raw  hide 
or  string  around  the  waists  that  held  the  cloths).  The  faces,  arms,  bodies 
and  legs  of  the  Indians  were  stripped  many  colors,  red,  yellow,  black,  etc. 
Two  or  three  had  tom-toms  (drums)  and  a  ball  of  tanned  buck  skin  on  a  stick 
to  pound  with,  When  the  music  began  dancers  would  singly  dance  by  moving 
their  feet  on  the  grass  without  lifting  then  and  sing  in  a  nonotnous  tone 
"HI  Hi",  "Ho,  Ho", "Oh  Hi",  "Ho  Ho",  "Oh  Hi",  "Ho  Ho",  bandish  long  stemmed 
pipes  and  their  arms  and  bend  their  bodies  every  way  they  could,  "He  toon 
tired  of  this  and  the  dance  broke  up.  The  Indians  then  wont  with  us  to  the 
commissionary  building  and  spread  their  blankets  on  the  ground  for  coffee, 
sugar,  beans,  bacon,  etc.  Some  Indians  put  everything  together  on  one 
blanket,  some  were  particular  to  keep  the  articles  separate. 

There  were  some  transfers  to  different  stations,  as  other  troops  were 
ordered  to  field  duty.  In  the  Dp ring  of  13?6  3  company  (first  lieutenant 
Jennings,  the  only  officer  on  duty  with  it)  was  sent  to  Fort  Rice,  thirty 
riles  south  of  Bismarck  to  take  the  place  of  Gen*  Custer  and  two  troops  of 
the  7th  cavalry,  I  was  then  transferring  Quartermaster’s  property  and  told 
to  wait  for  the  next  boat.  One  passed  Sully,  Major  Las  ell  entered  the  post 
Trader’s  store  seeing  me  asked  what  I  was  doing  there,  I  answered,  trying 
to  play  billiards,  "Has  not  the  orderly  given  you  my  order”,  I  said,  "He 
Sir”,  and  he  said,  "The  mail  has  just  brought  air  order  granting  Jennings  a 
sick  leave,"  and  he  had  ordered  an  ambulance  to  n y  quarters  for  me  to  over¬ 
take  the  boat  that  had  just  left  there;  he  would  finish  the  transfer  tc  my 
quartermaster’s  property#  X  put  what  I  needed  oh  my  bed  and  made  a  bundle 
of  it,  got  in  the  ambulance  and  overtook  the  boat  seven  or  eight  miles  up 
the  river. 


At  Fort  Rice  1  received  command  of  B  company  and  was  at  once  appointed 
Post  Adjutant,  That  was  in  May,  1876,  Capt,  A,  D,  Nelson  arrived  on  a  down 
river  boat  (waiting  for  Jennings  to  go  on  it  after  transferring  B  company 
property  to  me).  Nelson  inspected  Humbert’s  company  of  the  17th  infantry 
while  Jennings  and  I  wore  busy  transferring  our  company  property,  I  re¬ 
ceived  an  order  to  form  ray  company  for  inspection  as  Jennings  left  for 
his  boat,  I  formed  the  company  just  in  time  for  Nelson,  After  saluting 
him  I  accompanied  him  on  his  inspection,  Mhcn  we  returned  in  front  of  the 
company  he  looked  at  the  men  carefully  and  said,  he  -saw  different  sized 
letter  "B’s"  on  the  men’s  caps,  "Haven’t  you  enough  of  one  size  for  all?" 

<  I  answered  that  I  did  not  know.  Nelson  said  in  a  loud  voice,  "You  are  not 
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fit  to  e  err  .and  a  company*"  While  inspecting  the  men's  quarters  I  said,  "Major 
I  have  recently  been  transferred  to  this  company  and  this  is  the  first  time  I 
have  seen  the  non  in  ranks,"  IJelson  said  "Oh"*  but  he  did  not  apologize  for 
insulting  Lie  before  my  (new)  company*  although  he  spoke  civilly  to  no  on  other 
business  we  talked  about. 


The  fifth  of  July  three  Indians  came  to  the  post* 
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they  saw  and  they  said  that  the  Indians  had  killed  Custer  and  all  his  non  and 
were  coning  to  kill  all  white  people  in  their  country*  One  Indian  had  a  bow 
and  half  dozen  arrows*  said  he  pulled  each  arrow  out  of  the  body  of  a  dead 
soldier.  1  bought  the  bow  and  arrows,  they  are  now  in  the  museum  at  West 
Point  with  other  Indian  relics  that  I  gave*  I  took  the  throe  Indians  to  the 
co Limanding  officer  and  got  an  interpreter*  I  wricc  a  tel  ‘  o  adjutant 

general,  St*  Paul,  Minn.,  telling  what  the  Indians  had  said,  the  co..  .arding 
officer  signed  it  and  sent  a  courier  to  the  telegraph  station  at  Bismarck  - 
this  was  the  first  news  of  the  Custer  fight*  A  steamer  with  wounded  soldiers, 
from  Major  Beno's  part  of  Custer's  regiment,  arrived  at  Boemarck  the  next 
morning,  confirmed  the  story  of  the  Custer  fight*  At  Bice  we  put  on  an  ex-bra 
sentinel,  the  rest  of  us  slept  in  the  two  bastions  of  the  stockade,  we  remain¬ 
ed  there  a  night  or  two. 


A  few  hours  before  the  three  Indians  arrived  we  had  had  a  pony  race, 
Weitslcr,  ray  striker,  rode  my  pony  against  several  Indians  on  their  ponies. 
We  officers  put  up  a  small  purse  for  the  winner,  the  prize  was  given  to  an 
Indian,  Dr.  Cunningham  protested  saying  that  the  pony  Weitaier  rede  should 
have  had  the  prise,  'hen  he  leanred  that  the  pony  was  nine,  lie  said,  "Heed, 
what *11  you  take  for  it,"  I  had  paid  035  for  it  and  said  jokingly,  "Five 
hundred",  he  raid,  "He  is  worth  it,  I  haven't  that  much  but  I'll  give  you 
0300  for  him."  I  said,  "1  am  not  a  judge  of  horse  flesh/"  Don't  talk  about 
that,  I  an  a  Virginian  and  what  I  don't  know  about  horse  flesh  ain't  worth 
knowing."  "The  pony  is  yours".  The  doctor  was  soon  sent  to  another  post 
and  wrote  me  that  he  had  refused  fyOQ  for  the  pony. 


Soon  we  learned  what  was  what „  Gen*  Terry  had  in  the  field  about  2,000 
men.  General  Crooke  had  as  anny  more.  Custer  had  less  than  300  with  him 
and  these  were  all  killed  and  scalped,  except  that  Custer  xras  net  scalped. 
The  fight  was  on  June  25th,  1076*  The  Sioux  killed  Custer's  outfit  before 


nad  a  chance  to  fire  a  shot. 


horse 


No  soldier  or  scout  escaped  and  only  one 


was  found  alive*  There  were  from  3,000  to  15,000  Indians  in  or  near 
the  fight.  Years  after,  Buffalo  Bill  Cody,  exhibited  the  horse  with  Sitting 
Bull  (not  a  eheif  but  a  medicine  man)  in  his  Mild  Most  Show*  I  sa w  the 
show  first  in  Indianapolis,  then  in  Chicago* 


In  November  1876  I  left  Fort  Flee  with  my  couroany  to  return  to  Fort 
Sully*  On  the  last  down  river  steamer,  we  get  to  an  island  where  we  were 
frozen  in  the  river.  The  steamer  captain  with  his  crow,  abandoned  the 
steamer  to  return  to  it  in  the  spring.  1  employed  the  cook  to  cock  for  me 
($30  a  month)  till  the  crew  came  back  to  the  steamer.  The  ice  was  not 
strong  enough  to  hold  up  a  heavy  man  so  we  laid  loose  boards  on  it  and 
crossed  to  the  land.  Me  carried  the  eorpany  mss  chest,  rations,  etc.,  put 
dirt  on  our  winter  supply  of  potatoes  and  onions,  took  a  day's  supply  of 
rations  and  started  a  foot  for  Fort  SuP.y  (35  miles).  For  a  while  all  went 
well,  but  many  of  the  men  got  foot  sore  and  lagged  behind.  About  ten  p.n* 
with  half  dozeh  men,  I  reached  Fort  Sully,  awakened  Major  Lazell$  he  sent 
two  wagons  to  pick  up  the  stragglers.  The  last  wagon  got  in  at  two  or  three 


o'clock. 

steamer* 


Next  day  other  wagons  went  for  the  things  we  left  near 
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The  potatoes  and  onions  were  forzen  so  we  had  no  fresh  vegetables  till  we  grew 
then  the  next  season*  ITo  settlers  were  then  in  that  country. 

The  next  spring  .ray  company  arid  three  others  of  the  first  infantry  with 
Major  La  sell  in  command*,  reported  to  Gen.  I-nles  at  the  cantonment  on  the  Tonga© 
river*  (now  Fort  Keough)  on  the  Yellowstone  river*  Montana  Territory.  Many 
Sioux  Indians  left  their  reservations  and  were  in  that  vicinity  in  the  spring 
of  18? 7. 

One  day  while  at  the  cantonment  private  St.  Clair  (who  cooled  for  me)  ' 
said  he  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy*  that  many  of  theof floors  had  leggins  and 
that  if  I*d  get  some  canvas*  needle  and  brass  cap  buttons*  he  would  make  mo 
a  pair  (they  are  worn  on  the  leg  below  the  knee  to  keep  dust  out  of  the  shoes.) 
I  bought  at  the  Quartermaster  *  s  store  the  things  he  needed*  and  he  made  them 
for  me.  They  were  the  first  leggins  worn  in  the  army* 


It  rained  so  much  while  we  camped  at  the  cantonment  that  one  night  the 
Tongue  river  over-flowed  its  banks  (ten  feet  high)  and  the  officer  of  the  day 
sent  word  to  Gen.  Milos*  who  came  at  once  on  horse  back*  returned  to  the  can¬ 
tonment  and  sent  wagons.  Me  moved  to  higher  ground  in  the  rear  of  the  huts 
of  the  officers  of  the  fifth  infantry.  VTe  marched  over  rolling  ground  and  in 
one  low  place  we  waded  in  ’v/atcr  up  to  our  waists  and  pitched  the  officer *s 
tents  on  chips  of  wood  near  wood  piles. 


The  next  morning  (still  raining)  Gen.  Miles  came  and  invited  six  or  eight 
of  us  first  infantry  officers  to  breakfast.  Mrs.  Males  came  in  to  invite  us 
to  the  table |  we  had  to  wait  till  more  food  was  cooked*  because  mud  from  the 
dirt  roof  of  the  hut  fell  and  ruined  the  food  that  had  boon  cooked.  After 
two  or  three  cookings  we  went  to  the  table*  and  as  some  of  the  plates  were 
being  passed  gobs  of  mud  fell  on  them  the  lucky  ones  ate  at  once*  while  the 
unlucky  ones  waited  for  more  food  to  be  cooked.  Mud  dropped  on  beds  too*  one 
officer  pitched  a  tent  in  his  hut  and  was  not  bothered  with  mud  falling  on 
his  bed. 

When  the  rains  stopped*  our  four  companies  of  the  first  infantry*  a 
company  of  the  seventh  cavalry  and  six  of  the  twenty-second  infantry  (Major 
Lazell  in  command)  started  on  a  forty  day  scout  after  Sioux  Indians. 

Couriers  rode  every  few  days  between  our  force  and  the  cantonment  and  as 
we  found  no  Indians  Major  Lazell  was  directed  to  send  the  battalion  of  the 
twenty-second  infantry*  via  Bismarck,  to  their  stations  on  the  Great  lakes. 

We  had  a  herd  of  b  eef  cattle*  and  the  day  before  starting*  a  soldier  who  was 
a  good  shot*  fired  at  a  steer.  The  bullet  hit  the  steer ®s  hem*  glanced  and 
went  through  the  neck  of  a  twenty-second  infantry  man  on  duty  guarding  the 
beef  herd.  The  steer  was  killed  by  the  second  shot*  The  wounded  "an  was 
taken  to  the  doctor*  s  tent*  the  wound  dressed*  a  tarpaulin  was  hung  in  a 
partially  loaded  wagon*  The  next  morning  the  wounded  soldier  was  laid  in 
the  improvised  hammock  and  travelled  four  or  five  days*  put  in  the  hospital 
at  Fort  Lincoln  (opposite  Bismarck)  and  died  that  night. 

There  was  a  serious  railroad  strike  in  Chicago  when  Cept.  Dicky*  with 
six  companies  of  the  twenty-second  infantry  arrived  there.  Dicky  ordered 
his  men  to  lead  their  rifles*  they  marched  through  the  streets  filled  with 
strikers.  Mot  a  gun  was  fired*  the  strikers  feared  the  regulars.  The  strike 
in  Chicago  was  ended  but  continued  longer  in  Pittsburgh*  St*  Louis  and  other 
cities. 
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After  one  forty  da j  scout  w  returned  to  the  cantonment  before  going  on 
another  forty  day  scout,  I  slept  in  one  of  the  log  huts  the  first  night  and 
caught  such  a  bad  cold  that  I  slept  in  my  tent  after  that* 


Miss  Lissie  Sherman*  sister  ot'  Mrs,  Miles*  was  there,  Kodaks  wore  un- 
knova  then  and  a  photographer  cane  for  a  few  days*  he  took  a  picture  of  Miss 
Sherman  surrounded  by  fourteen  of  us  second  lieutenants  with  Gen*  Miles*  log 
hut  the  post  flag  showing  in  the  back  ground. 


There  was  a  temporary  restaurant  there  and  one  day  nine  of  us  officers 
dined  in  it,  Me  had  mutt op  and- mashed  potatoes  -  none  better  to  be  had  than 
those  grown  in  Montana,  The  owner  asked  us  to  guess  hour  many  potatoes  he 
cooked  for  that  dinner,  Me  guessed*  he  said  you  are  all  wrong*  as  he  had 
cooked  only  one  potato  and  had  enough  left  over  for  dinner  the  next  day. 

Here  the  boreallis  is  particularly  grand*  so  arc  the  rain  bows*  two 
cun  bows  are  sometimes  seen  at  the  same  tine  and  while  there  I  saw  a  lunar 
(or  moon)  rainbow*  a  pretty  sight, 

Lazeli * s  command  made  several  forty  day  trips  but  failed  to  find  Indians. 
Me  passed  over  some  beautiful  country'  and  a  few  bad  land 
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On  one  trip  a  Crow  Indian  scout  killed  a  Sioux.  The  Grow  said  he  knew 
where  the  Sioux  would  camp  that  night.  Lasell  took  part  of  his  force*  reach¬ 
ed  that  camp  at  daylight*  carp  fires  were  During  but the  Sioux  had  gone. 

They  travel  singly  so  as  to  leave  no  trail. 


We  built  a  small  fort  and  a  stockade  for  animals*  each  of  the  four  first 
infantry  companies  built  one  side  and  lieutenant  Mans  built  the  stockade.  We 
left  Capt  Bennett  and  his  company  of  the  fifth  infantry  with  a  large  supply 
of  rations*  ammunition  and  beef  cattle*  as  we  expected  to  return  there,  A 
fewweeks  later*  by  Gen.  Miles  order*  Capt.  Bennett  burned  all  the  rations  he 
could  net  carry  and  returned  to  the  cantonment  with  his  two  wagons  and  the 
beef  cattle,  A  short  time  later  Capt,  Bennett  was  killed  in  a  fight  with 
Mae  Deer 3 s  band  of  Sioux® 

When  we  were  to  march*  reveille  was  at  three  a.ra,*  breakfast  at  sunrise*  . 
and  we  started  soon  after  eating.  Near  nine  o f clock  we  rested  about  ten  min¬ 
utes;  ate  lunch  (which  we  carried)  between  noon  and  one  o’clock*  and  any  time 
after  two  we  pitched  carp  where  we  found  water*  wood  and  grass. 

Me  made  a  few  camps  without  water  and  several  without  wood  or  grass.  We 
carried  half  rations  for  the  mules  and  horses.  Indian  ponies  live  off  the 
country  and  fare  better  than  horses  and  mules  on  half  the  grain  rations. 

One  day  a  scouting  trip  north  of  the  Yellowstone  river  we  saw  a  herd  of 
buffalo  and  nothing  but  buffalo  to  bo  seen*  there  were  thousands  of  them.  We 
killed  h  few  but  no  one  likes  buffalo  meat*  too  tough.  Bear  TuGUvv  3.3  also 
tough*  I  tried  it  too.  Ho  also  caw  a  few  elk  and  a  band  of  mountain  sheep 
He  occasionally  saw  bands  of  antelope  but  only  our  best  shots  could  kill  them. 
The  meat  of  the  antelope  has  so  little  nourishment  in  it  that  when  we  ate  our 
fill  at  breakfast  ve*d  be  hungry  before  noon;  while  bacon  gave  us  strength. 

He  had  men  who  had  never  fired  a  gun  when  they  enlisted*  and  at  that  tine 
officers  and  men  could  only  buy*  in  any  one  month*  ten  cartidges  at  five  cents 
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each.  Sons  years  later  target  ranges  were  built  at  a my  poets ,  cartridges 
wore  then  issued  free  to  both  officers  and  men  and  all  were  taught  to  shoot. 

In  the  Custer  fight  the  Indians  fought  with  modern  guns  more  than  with 
bows  and  arrows*  The  Indian  Bureau  issued  guns  of  the  latest  make  to  Indians 
to  shoot  game  and  often  they  used  them  in  fights  against  the  array  also  to.  kill 
settlers . 

In  October  I  was  cent  with  my  company  (only  thirty  men,  the  rest  I  had 
to  leave  with  Major  Laaell)  to  camp  Wolk  Rapids,  to  guard  a  small  engineering 
party  engaged  in  blasting  rocks  out  of  the;  Yellowstone*  river*  Lazoll  directed 
me  to  report  to  him,  a  few  days  later  Gen.  Miles  wrote  me  to  report  to  his 
headquarters*  This  made  my  camp  a  separate  post  and  I  at  once  wrote  an  ap¬ 
plication  for  a  year’s  leave  of  absence  with  permission  to  go  abound,  effect¬ 
ive  after  the  present  campaign*  In  due  time  lilies1  Aide,  who  had  gone  to 
Fort  Buford,  B.T.,  stopped  at  my  post  tilth  mail  for  the  cantonment j  he  gave 
me  ny  leave  of  absence  and  asked  how  I  got  it  as  my  application  would  net 
have  been  approved  by  Gen*  Miles*  I  anew  red  that  ho  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it  as  It  does  not  take  effect  till  the  campaign  closes,  I  commanded  this  pest, 
I  approved  the  application  as  ^Commanding  Post”  and  forwarded  it  through- 
headquarters,  Department  of  Dakota,  ft*  Paul,  Minn*  to  the  A dj*  Gen.  of  the 
A rrty,  Washington,  D*  C.  asamy  regulations  require,  and  said  I  did  right 
or  my  leave  of  absence;  would  not  have  been  granted* 

One  day  I  took  my  shot  gun  to  lock  for  dove  or  other  birds.  I  tramped 
about  for  eight  miles  to  the  mouth  of  Powder  river  where  I  heard  there  were 
two  civilians  trapping  beaver* 

V  , 

Only  one  was  there,  ho  said  his  pard  (partner)  took  their  pony  to  the 
cantonment  (36  miles)  to  buy  grub  (food)  and  would  not  have  long  sweeting 
(molasses)  till  he  got  back  so  he’d  have  to  give  mo  short  sweeting  (sugar) 
for  ny  coffee*  The  dinner  consisted  of  bacon,  coffee  and  hard  bread  (a 
special  kind  of  square  cracker).  I  followed  the  Yellowstone  back  to  Volf 
Rapids  '.without  seeing  a  bird  to  shoot  at*  I  had  a  fish  line  and  three  hooks 
that  I  let  Ueit-slcr  use,  he  lost  two  hooks  and  with  the  third  caught  a  fish 
large  enough  for  both  him  and  me,  a  great  treat  for  us* 


On  one  forty  day  trip  we  stayed  in  camp  on -the  Foutth  of  July*  In 
rambling  around  I  discovered  a  fine  spring  which  Mans  named  "Reed  Spring” 
on  the  record  he  kept  of  our  marches©  I  invited  him  and  two  other  officers 
to  dine  with  no*  They  brought  their  own  plates,  knives,  forks,  camp  stools, 
etc.  Wnen  St*  Clair  put  four  baked  potatoes  on  the  table  their  eyes  opened 
in  amazement  at  the  great  treat*  Our  pupply  of  potatoes  gave  out  days  before, 
except  that  I  had  kept  the  four  potatoes  to  add  to  bacon,  baked  beans,  coffee 
and  hard  bread  that  all  of  the  others  had  for  dinner* 

Lieutenant  Low  had  charge  of  an  engineering  party  blasting  big  rocks 
out  cf  the  river  at  Tfolk  Rapids*  Ke  and  I  often  played  "California  Jack”  and 
read  and  re-read  "Pandenis”  the  only  book  I  had*  In  a  couple  of  weeks  Low 
was  transferred  with  his  party  to  Buffalo  Rapids*  Here  Low  was  so  lonesome 
that  he  committed  suicide  with  his  own  pistol* 

My  man  had  few  books  and  no  newspapers  and  only  one  day  in  a  week  or 
more  to  be  on  guard*  I  felt  that  part  time  employment  was  better  than  too 
much  idleness  so  I  instructed  thorn*  The  three  inch  cannon  was  left  at  my 
camp.  From  memory  I  taught  my  men  how  to  load  and  fire  it,  without  using 
cartridges*  The  men  were  more  contented.  Then  (frormmory  too)  I  posted 
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signal  code  on  the  first  sergeant! 3  tent,  had  two  roughly  nade  white 
flags  tied  on  poles,  and  taught  the  most  proficient  men  3  divided  then  in  two 
part.! as  and  posted  one  on  either  side  of  the  river  (Lieutenant  Low  loft  no  a 
beat  that  carried  three  persons)  and  my  men  became  interested  in  communicating 
with  signal  flags* 


Soon  afterwards  a  steamboat  landed  c.  posite  my  ca:  p,  I  signaled  for  the 
boat,  and  went  over  to  it,  saw  the  captain  of  the  steamer  who  told  me  that  on 
account  of  low  water  and  the  many  big  reeks  in  it  ho  could  net  land  on  my  side, 
and  it  being  so  late  in  the  year,  ho  would  unload  where  he  was  cr  take  the  can¬ 
tonment  freight  down  the  river  to  Fort  Buford,  unless  I  have  him  a  written 
order  by  which  he  could  collect  damages  from  the  government  in  caco  his  boat 
was  frozen  in*  I  would  not  take  this  responsibility  and  receiving  a  written 
statement  signed  by  the  captain  and  his  two  pilots  that  a  landing  could  not 
bo  made  on  my  si.de  of  the  river,  I  permitted  the  boat  to  unload  where  it  was* 

It  went  down  the  river  the  next  morning,  and  barely  escaped  being  frozen  in 
for  the  tdnter*  Two  cavalrymen  were  stationed  in  my  carp  and  T  sent  one  to 
Files  with  the  boat  captain* s  certificate  and  wrote  that  my  judgement  agreed 
with  that  of  the  captain  and  his  pilots*  GapW  Bristol,  fifth  infantry,  with 
sixty  wagons  had  just  arrived  at  my  camp  for  the  breiglit*  At  daylight  the 


next  morning  I  sent  Bristol  back  to  the  cantonment  with 


tne  wagons 


In  the  afternoon  of  that  day  two  scouts  arrived  at  the  cantonment  from 
Gen*  Howard  asking  Mies  to  help  intercept  the  Fez  Forces  Indians  en  route 
to  Canada*  Miles  was  bemoaning  his  wagon  train,  when  Copt*  Hathaway  entered 
his  office  and  reported  the  train  was  in  sight*  Gen*  Miles  told  Hathaway  to 
go  and  see  that  the  wagons  were  not  unhitched  and  return*  Then  he  issued 
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mules  to  bo  loaded  and  ferried  across  the  Ye'  low- 


stone*  mica  started  the  next  morning  to  find  the  Hex  Perccs.  Fortunately 
he  found  them  at  Bear  Paw  mountain  a  short  distance  from  Canada*  After  a 
fight,  followed  by  a  talk  between  Miles  and  Chief  Joseph,  Joseph  surrendered, 


Had  I  not  permitted  the  steamer  to  unload  and  promptly  returned  the 
sixty  empty  wagons  to  the  cantonment,  Gen*  Miles  could  not  have  captured 
the  Nes  Perces  Indians* 


Miles  took  the  four  hundred  and  four  lies  Perces  pris  ners  to  the  can¬ 


tonment  with  the  promise  to  send  them  next  spring  across  tho  Becky  Mountains 
to  their  old  reservation# 


The  then  nearest  telgraph  office  was  at  Fort  Buford  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Yellowstone  river*  Orders  from  Washington  directed  Miles  to  take  the 
Hes  Perces  to  Fort  Lincoln,  oppose  .  ;e  Bismarck*  Gen*  Miles  started  with  the 
Indians*  My  camp  was  abandoned  and  with  my  company,  I  joined  him  at  a  ford 
crossing  of  the  Yellowstone  that  jay  cavalrymen  found  east  of  Volk  Kapids* 

I  had  reported  to  Miles  about  this  ford* 


The  escort  consisted  of  many  companies  of  infantry  and  cavalry*  Linen 
we  reached  the  Missouri,  cakes  of  ice  were  floating  in  it,  the  river  was  five 
to  six  feet  below  the  bank  but  many  of  the  lies  Forces  took  off  their  cloth¬ 
ing  and  jumped  in  the  river  for  a  bath*  Here  one  Nes  Pcrco  who  was  side, 
died  and  buried  in  the  ground*  At  that  time  the  Sioux  buried  their  dead  in 
trees  or  on  poles  horizontally  on  vertical  pests# 


Mlien  we  wore  about  to  pass  Fort  Barthold ,  then  an  Indian  Agency,  "ajor 


' 
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Insell  gave  me  permission  to  see  it*  At  the  trader  store  I  caw  an  Indian 
dressed  in  a  second  lieutenant's  uniform,  he  had  killed  and  scalped  the  of¬ 
ficer  and  wore  his  clothes*  He  and  I  could  hot  speak  each  other's  language, 
but  at  his  invitation  I  went  with  him*  H  e  took  no  in  a  leg  house  of  three 
rooms  ,  it  had  only  one  outside  door  and  no  windows $  wo  passed  through  the 
dimly  lighted  middle  room,  to  the  third  room.  It  was  lighted  by  a  hole  in  tho 
roof ,  this  hole  was  for  light  and  also  for  smoke  to  excape  when  a  fire  was  lit 
in  tho  center  of  the  room*  The  Indian’s  squaw  sat  on  the  ground  in  a  comer 
making  moccasins*  There  wore  dozens  of  finished  moccasins  and  beaded  clipper 
uppers  lying  near  her.  The  buck  Indian  and  I  sat  on  buffalo  robes >  took  out 
our  pipes  and  tobacco*  As  tho  sum  was  shining  through  the  roof  I  took  cut  the 
object  glass  of  a  broken  field  glass  and  hold  it  so  that  the  sun  lighted  our 
pipes  |  the  buck  was  so  plea  red  that  I  let  him  take  it,  he  held  it  so  as  to 
bums  hole  in  his  hand,  then  he  burned  holes  in  blankets  till  I  stopped  him# 
He.  wanted  the  glass  and  I  wanted  some  slipper  uppers  and  moccasins,  I  had 
only  a  ten  dollar  bill  and  a  silverf fifty  piece.  The  buck  offered  me  all 
tho  slipper  uppers  and  moccasins  for  the  glass.  The  squaw  shock  her  head  no, 
so  it  was  settled  that  I  give  him  the  glass  and  her  the  fifty  cents  and  the 
buck  to  go  to  the  store  with  me  and  get  a  pound  of  candy  for  the  squaw.  I 
took  a  few  pairs  of  slipper  uppers  and  one  pair  of  moccasins. 


There  were  in  tepees,  side  by  side  remnentc  of  three  tribes,  Gros ventres, 
Mandans,  and  Rees  (or  A^ricurees)  about  five  hundred  of  each  tribe,  the  Sioux 
had  killed  the  rest  and  tho  Sioux  tongue  was  their  court  language  as  each  rem¬ 
nant  did  not  speak  the  language  of  the  other  two  remnants  -  so  the  clerk  in 
the  trader  store  told  me. 

At  Bufor4  Miles  had  enough  mackinaws  (boats)  built  to  cany  two  companies 
of  infantry  and  two  hundred  Indians  and  sent  them  down  the  Missouri.  The  rest 
of  the  Indians,  with  Joseph,  wore  escorted  by  Idles  with  infantry  and  cavalry, 
C&pt.  Johnstone  or  my  regiment  commanded  the  land  force  and  I  was  his  Adjutant 
General#  The  November  weather  was  fine  and  we  travelled  thirty  to  thirty-five 
miles  or  more  a  day,  day  after  day. 
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he  mayor  and  ether  leading  men  of  Bismarck  met  us  a  day’s  march  above 
Bismarck,  the  people  there  rejoiced,  saying  that  Indian  warfare  was  ended, 
lie  camped  near  the  railway  station#  People  brought  and  gave  us  food  and  buckets 
of  qhiskey  with  dippers.  The  mayor  said  no  soldier  would  be  arrested,  the 
Indians  did  not  drink ,  many  soldiers  were  very  drunk  but  the  citizens  cared 
for  them.  A  banquet  was  given  to  the  officers  and  there  was  great  rejoicing 
that  the  Indian  wars  along  the  Missouri  were  believed  to  be  ever.  Bismarck 


then  had  about  fifteen  hundred  p 


and  half  the  stores  were  saloons.  The 


mackinaw  troops  and  half  of  the  I  -.ions  were  camped  at  Fort  Lincoln. 

In  a  few  days  orders  from  Washington  directed  that  the  Indians  be  sent  to 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kaas*  Those  at  Fort  Lincoln  wore  sent  over  to  go  on  the 
train#  Johnstone’s  company  and  mine  wore  detailed  to  go  with  tho  Indians. 

A  special  mixed  train  arrived  and  the  Indians  looked  for  the  horses  that 
pulled  it#  Miles  left  the  day  before  for  Washington.  The  Indians  loaded 
their  own  freight  and  carried  many  of  our  drunken  soldiers  and  their  rifles 
on  the  train# 


Johnstone  and  I  each  had  a  pony  that  we  used  on  the  campai 
sale  for  his®  Tho  editor  of  the  Bismarck  Tribune  came  to  me,  w 
superintending  the  loading,  with  a  man  who  had  no  money,  said  h 


gn.  He  found 
bile  I  was 
e  wished  to  go 
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to  the  Black  Kills  and  would  give  me  his  thirty  day  note  for  my  pony,  saddle, 
bridle,  blanket,  halter,  lariat,  etc#  As  no  ono  else  wanted  the  pony  even  as 
a  gift,  I  let  tills  nan  take  him  for  ids  note*  I  have  never  heard  of  him  since, 
Sioux  Indians  may  have  killed  him. 

V.e  had  delapidated  day  coaches  and  box  cars*  ffour  soldiers  or  four  Indian 
occupied  two  seats  turned  facing  each  other*  The  Superintendents  car  was  sent 
for  Johnstone  and  no*  It  was  an  old  car,  the  seats  taken  out,  a  vestibule  with 
am  chairs  and  a  table  in  one  end  of  the  car*  and  two  bed  rooms  end  to  end  In 
the  other  end  of  the  car  next  to  an  aisle;  a  door  to  each  room  from  the  aisle* 
Each  room  contained  an  ordinary  bed,  a  dresser  and  wash  stand,  a  bowl  and  pit¬ 
cher,  a  few  hooks  in  a  wall  to  hang  clothes  on,  a  tank  larger  than  a  drinking 
tank,  with  a  faucet,  on  a  wall  for  washing  face  and  hands,  waste  water  was 
emptied  in  the  toilet  bowl* 


Arrangements  wore  made  for  the  train  to  travel  over  other  mods,  to  and 
from  Leavenworth,  Kans,  and  to  run  day  and  night*  Up  to  that  time,  passenger 
trains  on  the  northern  Pacific  did  not  run  at  night* 

ben  the  train  stopped  at  a  tank  for  water,  there  was  a  shallow  pond 
fifty  yards  from  it  and  all  of  the  Indians  left  the  train  and  ran  to  the  pond, 
got  a  drink  and  relieved  their  bowels  and  bladders*  They  supposed  cur  horses 
were  to  tired  to  go  further  and  we  hi  have  to  camp  for  the  night.  Tlie  Indians 
got  back  on  the  train,  we  had  the  interpreter  explain  to  them  that  there  was 
drinking  water  and  a  toilet  (  a  bowl  with  a  seat  over  it  and  the  track  could  be 
seen  through  the  bowl)*  The  Indians  were  afraid  to  use  the  toilet  so  they 
dumped  on  the  floor* 


Tvhen  our  train  stopped  at  Jamestown  (then  known  as  Jimtcwn)  Johnstone 
and  I  took  Joseph  and  two  or  three  of  his  head  men  to  a  house  a  hundred  yards 
from  the  train,  for  dinner  (officers  had  to  buy  their  own  food,  men  and 
Indians  were  furnished  with  cooked  rations).  We  were  seated  at  a  table  set 
for  a  dozen  people*  It  was  the  first  time  these  Indians  ever  caw  such  a  table 
with  food  on  it  in  big  dishes  and  waiters  to  being  coffee  and  water,  chairs 
to  sit  on,  etc.  The  Indians  watched  us  and  unfolded  and  laid  their  napkins 
on  their  laps,  helped  themselves  to  food  and  copied  us  in  using  knives,  forks 
and  spoons*  After  the  train  started  on,  an  Indian  came  excitedly  in  the  rear 
car  and  called,  w Joseph,  Joseph”,  2  pulled  the  bell  cord  and  stopped  the  train, 
found  the  interpreter  and  learned  that  Joseph  was  not  on  the  train,  so  it  was 
backed*  Joseph  was  on  the  track  running  toward  it,  I  pulled  the  cord  again 

and  stopped  the  train  so  as  not  to  run  over  Joseph  (he  being  the  chief  was  not 

accustomed  to  every  one  giving  way  to  him)*  \'!h cn  ho  got  on  the  train  bread 
dropped  from  under  his  blanket  on  the  floor*  Ho  was  out  of  breath  from  run¬ 
ning  and  when  he  could  speak  the  first  tiling  he  said  was,  “Bread  dropped  all 
along*”  In  leaving  the  eating  house  we  passed  a  store  with  many  loaves  of 
bread  in  the  window,  Joseph  went  in  and  bought  some  for  his  squaw  and  others 
arid  ws.  did  not  miss  him  till  we  had  gone  some  distance. 

be  called  Joseph’s  attention  to  the  telegraph  wires  and  said  we  could 
talk  over  them,  he  could  not  believe  it,  so  we  told  him  to  ask  for  something 
he  wished  and  it  would  be  done.  Ho  asked  for  a  wuite  squaw  to  come  to  the 
train  with  a  cup  of  water  and  say,  “Joseph*1  *  At  one  stop  we  arranged  for  this 
and  at  the  next  stop  a  waitress  came  and  bold  a  cup  of  water*  and  said  “Joseph”  • 

Joseph  said,  “Ho  use  for  Indians  to  fight  white  people  any  more,  they  can  talk 

so  far  a  part.'1 
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At  many  stations  wo  found  crowds  of  people  waiting  to  see*  ” Joseph”,  at 
Paul  there  wore  thousands,  so  many  it  was  difficult  to  avoid  running  over 
peonlc  to  ret  to  the  station.  Jccenh  stood  on  the  rear  platform  and  shock 
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hands  till  he  cult-  saving  his  arm  ached, 


Adjutant  Gen.  Purples  reached  our 


car  with  hard  work  to  pot  through  the  crowd.  He  told  me  that  as  Gen.  Terry 
..  in  the  field  when  lay*  applies  '  1  arrived  for  a  ycarvs  leave  of  absence, 
ho  forwarded  it  approved.  He  said  my  company  would  return  to  Sully  under 
Lazcll,  because  transportation  funds  were  so  short.  I  said  don’t  send  me 
under  Las ell,  it  won ’  t  cost  extra  to  send  Johns tne 1  s  Company  and  mine  to 
Brule  and  send  ^Mpt.  DeSusy  with  his  two  companies  to  Sully  -  Johnstone  has 
done  good  field  service  and  deserves  command  of  a  post  and  you  knew  knell 
and  1  don’t  get  along  together.  Gen.  Ruggles  said  he  would  see  Gen.  'ferry 


about  it, 


ft 
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large  crowd  net  us  at  Marshal-1  team ,  Iowa,  where  a  certain  young  nan 
forced  his  way  to  the  inner  circle  of  the  crowd  and  said,  ’’Hello,  Hugh,  I 
heard  you  went  to  TJest  Point,  1  knew  you  would  graduate  and  I  expected  to 
see  you  here.”  Then  there  were  about  four  thousand  officers  in  the  army, 
I  invited  him  to  cat  with  us,  he  declined  saying  he  has  already  eaten,  but 
he  sat  next  to  r.te  while  I  ate.  T  is  young  man,  Henry  Tlhinncry,  was  raised 
in  Hichmond  and  we  were  friends  when  boys.  He  moved  with  his  family  to 
Iowa  before  I  went  to  West  Point. 


I  used  to  go  through  the  train  every  day,  and  one  day  I  stopped  and 
admired  some  gauntlets  a  squaw  was  embroidering.  The  next  clay  Joseph  brought 
the  interpreter  in  our  car  to  see  ms,  1  asked  what  he  wished  and  he  answered, 
’’Yesterday  you  admired  gaurfLcts  my  squaw  was  making  (tailing  his  hand  from, 
under  his  blanket  he  handed  them  to  me)  and  added,  ”Thpy  arc  yours”.  After 
we  put  the  Indians  in  camp  near  Fort  Leavenworth,  I  went  down  town,  bought 
a  pretty  colored  shawl,  returned  to  their  camp,  called  Joseph  and  his  squaw 
and  handed  the  package  to  her.  Then  she  opened  it  both  Joseph  and  Ids  squaw 
were  delighted* 

Some  yearslater  I  was  in  Vashington,  D*  C.  I  read  in  the  paper  that 
sons  Indians  were  in  town.  I  saw  a  crowd  at  Minth  and  F  Streets,  edged  my 
way  to  the  center  of  it  and  Joseph  put  out  his  hand,  lie  were  glad  to  met 
again. 

After  leaving  the  Indians  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Col.  Johnstone  and  I 
took  a  train  to  Yankton  where  we  hired  wagons  to  carry  company  property  to 
our  stations* 

Congress  adjourned  March  3rd,  If 77,  without  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  army.  Necessary  supplies  were  bought  by  contract  while  officers  received 
no  pay  but  wore  allowed  to  buy  food  and  two  kinds  of  cloth  on  time*  The 
country  was  so  pleased  with  the  result  of  our  campaign  that  the  day  the  new 
congress  met  the  army  appropriation  bill  was  passed.  Johnstone  received  a 
telegram  from  Haggles  saying  that  his  company  and  nine  would  take  station  at 
Brule ;  BeRusy  to  go  to  Sully.  I  said  nothing  of  my  pare  in  the  change  of 
stations.  BeBusy  was  senior  captain  in  the  regiment  and  I  was  third  lowest 
second  lieutenant,  Johnstone  was  delighted  to  command  a  post  when  there  were 
several  captains  his  senior. 


A  paymaster  joined  our  command  and  paid  it  off  on  cur  arrival  opposite 
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Fort  bndall,  ^ol.  Joh.* -stone  and  1  footed  it  three  hundred  miles  through 
2no;j  to  our  destination  which  we  reached  on  December  13th,,  after  eight  months 
of  field  service*  I  left  on  my  year’s  leave  of  absence. 

1  visited  Richmond  on  route  on  the  European  trip  but  when  nr  far  as 
iitteburgh,  r'o*  a  telegram  reached  mo  detailing  no  as  a  student  officer  in 
the  signal  service  Tilth  station  at  Fort  Kyor  (then  Fort  Whipple)  Va.,  on 
Arlington  Heights,  across  tbo  Potomac  river  from  Hoahington,  D,  C.  2  accepted 
the  detail  and  when  I  finished  the  course  1  was  to  be  relieved.  I  wen t  to 
the  city  to  bid  good  bye  to  my  friends  there,  one  was  Frank  B*  Conger,  he  wan 
seer  tary  to  hr.  Eads.  Frank  said  he  was  too  busy  to  eco  me  then  as  Hr.  Eads 
had  just  received  a  government  check  for  £1,000,000  the  “ argent  check  the  gov¬ 
ernment  ever  gave,  and  he  was  figuring  out  the  payments  on  opening  a  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  river  to  navigation.  I  said,  "Frank  T  won’t  detain  you,  I’ve 
called  to  say  good  bye  as  I  an  to  go  back  to  Dakota  Territory.  He  closed  his 
desk  and  took  me  at  once  to  the  national  Hotel  to  e  ce  his  father;  said  his 
father  had  had  me  detailed  there  so  I  could  be  a  groomsman  at  his  wedding  in 
February  following.  Congressman  Conger  told  Frank  that  he.  could  not  go  the  e 
to  see  Gen.  Kyer  about  keeping  me,  as  he  had  leave  from  the  House  of  Repres¬ 
entatives  that  day  to  rent  a  house  for  himself  and  wife  to  live  in  that  season, 
as  they  were  tired  of  hotel  life.  A  carriage  was  at  the  curb  for  then  to  go 
as  soon  as  Mrs.  Conger  came  down  stairs,  Frank  persisted  and  when  Mrs.  Conger 
cano  to  the  carriage,  Hr.  Conger  told  her  lie  had  to  see  Gen,  I -Iyer  for  Frank, 
so  Fra  Conger  went  back  to  her  room  and  Hr*  Conger  took  Frank  and  me  to  sec 
Gen.  Myer*  The  result  was  I  was  not  relieved  for  many  months  and  congressman 
and  Mrs.  Conger  stayed  all  that  season  at  the  National  Hotel. 


I  was  groomsman  at  Frank’s  wedding.  lie  and  I  were  good  friends  at  Port 
Huron  and  1  played  croquet  in  Washington  with  Miss  Lotta  Brown,  who  married 
Frank, 

When  relieved  I  was  given  the  unused  part  of  my  leave  of  absence  in  1878. 
After  being  relieved  I  was  a  member  of  Postmaster  General  Key’s  party  that 
travelled  over  about  two  dozen  different  railroads  between  Mash in  ton,  D.  C. 
and  Jacksonville,  Florida.  Me  had  two  sleeping  cars  filled  with  (J.S.  senators, 
their  wives,  and  newspaper  correspondents.  The  object  s-ms  of  the  trip  was  to 
Improve  the  mail  service.  The  different  roads  appointed  a  Mr.  A.  Pope  to  take 
the  party  over  the  different  orads  and  recommend  needed  changes  to  expediate 
the  delivery  of  mails.  There  roads  were,  not  long  after  this,  consolidated 
into  trunk  lines. 


Me  stopped  over  night  in  Richmond,  and  Favannah  and  on  arrival  at  Jack¬ 
sonville  the  party  was  taken  by  rail  to  Cedar  Keys,  Florida  and  from  there  by 
boat  to  Havana,  Cuba.  The  railway  and  boat  people  defrayed  all  expenses  for 
hotels  and  carriage  drives,  in  addition  to  the  rail  and  boat  transportation. 
Me  were  gone  about  two  weeks,  everything  possible  was  done  for  our  pleasure. 

Senator  Hanabie  Hamlin  and  wife  were  in  the  party,  the  senator  was  a 
great  smoker,  and  he  often  asked  us  young  men  for  cigars.  At  first  several 
were  offered  and  the  senator  took  then  all.  At  savannah  he  bought  tiro  boxes 
and  when  on  the  train  he  had  the  porter  pass  a  box  and  ins 5  sted  on  our  taking 
a  hand  full  each  Me  learned  to  love  the  dear  old  man.  While  on  the 

Havana  steamer  he  watched  five  of  us  play  poker*  I  was  dealer  and  held  four 
aces,  all  threw  down  their  cards.  The  senator  behind  me  said  he  knew  nothing 


' 


. 


acout  poker  but  he  thought  four  aces  a  good  hand  in  any  game*  why  didn’t  I 
bet?  I  answered  no  one  came  in  and  he  said  you  ought  to  make  then  cone  in* 
the  senator  took  a  fancy  to  Pupray*  Horton  end  no*  The  day  congress  adjourned 
wo  called  at  his  hotel  to  say  teed  bye*  he  treated  us  to  vjine  and  r  ave  us  an 
invitation  to  visit  him  in  Ua-  .gcr*  Maine*  I  was  in  that  state  the  next  sum¬ 


mer,  J  went  to  Ban&r 


»*>  *i'«v  n 

4t- 


dinner  at  the  hotel*  finding  he  lived  nearby  I 
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■miking  alongside  a  load  c£  manure  and  as 
the  can  had  on  a  swallow  tailed  coat  I  recognized  Senator  Hamlin*  ’“hen  I 
spoke  he  said*  as  he  could  not  cone  to  nc*  if  I  was  not  too  proud*  he  wished 


word  d 
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street  with  him, 
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joining  him  I  said*  that  I  too  had 


Mrs  * 


K:  ralin  vac  not 


hauled  manure  from  town  when  X  was  a  boy  in  the  country* 
at  hone.  The  senator  said  he  had  an  errand  down  town*  we  went  in  his  phaeton 
and  stops ed  at  a  fish  store*  I  sat  in  the  phaeton  and  heard  the  conversation* 
He  said  he  wanted  two  salmon  steaks*  ,rHe  cannot  sell  salmon  asthe  season  clos< 
today.”  ”1  don’t  want  to  buy  I  want  you  to  give  ne  two  salmon  steaks*  I  have 
a  friend  who  has  never  tasted  our  salmon  He  got  the  steaks  and  stopped  near 
the  corner  of  another  street*  leaving  ne  saying  he  would  not  be  gone  long* 


Tvhen  he  returned  he  drove  about  the  city  for  fifteen  minutes  before  returning 
home*  Then  ho  showed  me  over  his  house  and  when  in  the  spare  room*  I  said* 
‘‘Senator  that  looks  like  my  baggage13*  and  ho  said  ”It  is*  wliilc  you  waited  for 
mo  X  went  to  the  hotel*  paid  your  bill  and  had  your  things  sent  here*  you  are 
my  guest  as  long  as  you’ll  stay*  and  the  longer  the  better  1*11  like  it*’1 
Mrs*  Hamlin  r  .turned*  she  cooked  the  salmon*  the  bent  I  ever  tasted*  He  had 
places  to  go  that  required  me  to  stay  at  least  three  days*  one  day  to  his 
son’s  slate  quarry*  one  to  an  Indian  village  and  one  to  see  Mss  Prentis*  who 
went  on  the  trip  to  Florida  and  Havana*  When  wc  went  to  the  Indian  village*  a 
young  man  at  the  station  said*  Governor  if  you  a  re  going  on  the  train  I’ll 
take  your  rig  home  and  bring  it  back  for  you  when  you  want  it*”  He  did*  Tine 
conductor  said*  ’’Governor  are  you  going  c$  my  train?  ”Ycs*  but  I’ll  run  up  to 
the  superintendent ’ s  office 


a-  J. i  Oo 


■fie  there  called  him)  said  to  a  young  man  he  had 


He  was  not  in  an!  the  senator  ( 

\c\  had  never  seen.  “Give  no  a 


iur  governor 


for  ray  friend  to  and  from  (the  name  1  do  not  remember) 


The  young 


nan 


said*  ”1  cannot  give  you  a  pass*  that  train  docs  not  stop  there*  looking  at 


the  clock  added*  it  lias  just  left, 
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He 


went  Gown  stairs,  the-  train 


acre , 
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got  on  it  and  the  train  started,  when  the  conductor  came- 


” Governor  you 


the  senator  said*  ’’The  young  man  upstairs  don’t  know  me*” 
don’t  need  passed  for  yourself  or  friend*”  ’’Stop  at  (he  named  the-  place)  and 
please  tell  the  conductor  on  the  down  train  to  stop  for  ne.”  He  stopped  and 
when  wo  reached  the  home'  station*  the  young  man  was  there  with  the  phaeton. 
■Idle  X  was  there  the  senator  received  three  or  four  dozen  letters*  he  put 
them  unopened  on  the  natlcj  but  opened  tvo  telegrams.  He  asked  mo  to  recon¬ 
sider  and  stay  longer*  but  I  thanked  him  and  said  1  could  not. 


A  4* 

u 


the  expiration  of  my  leave  I  returned  to  Dakota 
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Territory  at  Fort 

Randall*  where  my  promotion  to  first  lieutenant  took 
was  promoted  to  the  colonelcy  of  my  regiment  after  my  arrival  at.  Randall.  One 
day  I  was  sent  down  the  river  to  the  Santee  Indian  Agency  to  witness  the  issue 
of  clotliing  to  the  Indians  there.  I  wrote  my  first  book  ’’Signal  Tactics”*  hero 


In  February,  1880  I  left  Randall  oh  sick  leave  and  the  next  August  I  was 
-detailed  as  professor  of  Military  Science  and  Tactics  at  the  Southern  Illinois 
Horsaal  University  at  Carbondale.  The  day  before  school  opened  I  reported  to 
the  president  of  the  University.  It  is  a  mixed  school*  military  drill  was 
optional  for  the  young  men.  Only  three  enrolled  the  first  day*  but  I  coon  had 
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fifty,  then  one  hundred  and  fifty.  A  Capt.  Spencer  of  the  cavalry,  r ay  predeneor 
(had  been  dismissed  from  the  array  for  drunkedneos)  hence  my  detail* 


I  smoke  and  when  1  went  to  a  cigar  store  there  wore  no  open  boxes  of  cigars 
on  the  counter  and  I  pointed  first  to  one  kind  and  then  to  another  kind,  the 
owner  of  the  store  laid  out  one  cigar,  I  looked  at  it,  he  put  it  back  in  the 
show  case,  showed  mo  another  and  so  on  till  I  decided  on  the  kind  I  wanted,  and 
said  the- number.  lie  held  them  in  his  hand  till  X  laid  down  the  money,  then  he 
took  the  money  and  handed  me  the  cigars.  Sene  of  my  packing  cases  needed  re¬ 
pairing,  1  went  to  a  carpenter  who  said  he  could  do  the  work  but  not  for  mo  as 
array  officers  didn’t  pay  their  bills,  (I  was  in  uniform)  so  I  have  to  leave  my 
boxes,  got  his  estimate  and  pay  in  advance  for  the  work* 

There  was  no  saloon  in  Carbondale,  and  X  was  told  that  Cant.  Spcr.cer,  once 
or  twice  took  cadets  to  another  town  and  treated  them  in  a  saloon. 

One  day  I  got  a  telegram  from  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  Washington, 
B.Ca  to  wire  a  report  on  the  standing  of  Capt.  Spencer  while  he  was  in  Carbon- 
dale,  I  showed  the  telegram  to  the  mayor  of  the  city  and  took  it  to  the  f  acuity 
meeting  and  then  wired  my  answer  substantially  as  above. 

The  cigar  merchant  again  put  open  boxes  of  cigar 3  on  the  show  case  like 
he  did  before  Spencer  filled  hispocketa  with  cigars  and  did  not  pay  for  them. 


ty  second  boo!;,  “Infantry  Tactics,  Abridged  and  Revised”,  I  wrote  here. 

The  day  school  closed  the  second  year  Hiss  Candce,  one  of  the  professors, 
walked  with  me  a  mile  to  town  and  said  that  in  a  day  or  two  after  X  wired  the 
Adjutant  General  about  Capt.  Spencer,  all  of  the  faculty,  except  her,  signed 
and  sent  a  telegram  to  the  Adjutant  General,  Washington,  D.  C.  recommending 
Capt.  Spencer’s  appointment  as  a  major  and  paymaster  in  the  army. 

The  next  Christmas  vacation  I  went  to  Washington,  D.  C.  called  on  the 
Adjutant  General  and  he  said  that  the  War  Department  believed  me  and  that  Capt. 
Spencer  was  not  appointed. 

While  in  Richmond,  Indiana  during  the  summer  school  vacation,  I  wrote 
my  third  book,  “Military  Science  and  Tactics”.  It  sold  well,  I  also  wrote 
{sGadet  Regulations”  for  lailitaxy  schools. 

A  few  years  before  my  arrival  eleven  young  men  of  the  town  organized  a 
brass  band,  one  member  of  the  band  left  Carbondale,  then  another  and  another. 
The  band  broke  up  and  some  of  those  left  offered  me  the  eleven  instruments, 
the  music  and  supports,  $1*00  worth  of  music  for  $200.  I  presented  the  pro¬ 
position  to  the  faculty  arid  was  told  that  the  state  did  not  appropriate  money 
only  for  specific  uses  and  that  the  University  could  not  buy  instruments  and 
male  for  a  bnad.  The  cadets  heard  cf  it,  so  they  and  the  young  men  of  the 
town  kept  at  me  to  have  a  cadet  band.  1  got  the  professor  of  vocal  music  to 
send  to  my  office  after  school  eleven  cadets  that  he  thought  best  for  a  brass 
band,  X  talked  with  them  and  suggested  that  we  get  up  a  play  to  be  given  by 
the  students  of  both  scores  in  the  town  opera  house.  I  sent  for  Literature 
for  several  different  plays,  one  (Cricket  on  the  Hearth)  was  selected.  Later 
there  were  volunteers  for  all  but  one  of  the  characters  and  on  their  urgent 
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solicitaticn  I  played  the  leading  character  of  Caleb  Ilumner* 
3uo  one  year  after  date  for  $200  and  the  instruments,  music  and 


due  one  ’ 
sent  over  to  ry  office 


I  gave  me  note 
and  racks  were 


After  school  hours  the  eleven  cadets  came,  there  was  no  teacher  to  be 
found  I  do  not  know  anything  about  music,  cannot  read  the  notes  so  I  told  the 
beys  1  knew  how  to  keep  time  and  would  teach  them  and  I  did*  I  Jpiow  discords 
from  music,  kept  order  and  the  boys  soon  learned  to  play*  Sometimes  1  played 
the  second  alto  horn. 


The  proceeds  of  the  play  were  to  apply  on  my  $200  note,  without  interest, 
that  was  in  the  bank*  As  an  additional  attraction  I  drilled  some  of  the  girl 
students  in  a  silent  manual,  no  commands*  The  six  best  drilled  girls  a- peered 
on  the  stage  in  front  of  the  curtain  and  at  a  certain  note  on  the  piano  the 
girls  began  the  drill*  They  received  great  applause,  then  the  play  began  and 
it  too  was  a  success*  The  play  netted  $9o*5>0  as  I  remember.  That  was  campaign 
year  with  a  county  fair  too*  The  band  earned  more  than  cough  to  pay  the  bal¬ 
ance  on  my  note  so  we  bought  new  music  1  have  the  music  and  instruments  to 
the  university* 

I  had  the  summer  and  Christmas  vacations  which  I  usually  spent  in  Fdchmond, 
with  many  trips  to  visit  military  companies  in  different  parts  cf  the  state* 
General  Carnahan  was  the  Adjutant  General  of  Indiana.  He  often  visited 
Richmond  to  consult  me  on  military  matters  and  on  September  2,  1861  I  was 
surprised  to  receive  an  ap-  ointment  as  Inspector  General  of  Indiana,  with  rank 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel, dated  September  first*  I  was  elected  honorary  member 
of  several  different  military  companies  in  the  state*  I  have  valuable  in¬ 
struction  to  the  ‘Tdckmcnd  Light  Guards”  and  presented  a  U.S.  flag  to  them* 

c 

1  was  granted  the  pioneer  patent  on  «  Metallic  Shelving”  and  in  different 
forms  it  is  used  in  the  Congressional  Library  in  Washington,  D.  C*  and  in 
other  public  libraries,  also  in  vaults  and  offices  ••  veryuhero* 

I  helped  General  Csmahara  get  up  two  eoqatitive  drills  at  Indianapolis. 

I  got  three  newly  graduated  West  Point  cadets  to  serve  as  judges  on  one  of 
the  drills*  The  competing  companies  were  from  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Kousston 
Nashville  and  other  places*  At  the  contest  on  July  fourth,  1082  I  met  Kiss 
Sallie  Ferguson  and  on  September  fifth,  1882  we -married,  and  after  a  high  noon 
wedding  we  went  via  Louisville,  Ky.  to  Carbondale,  Ill,  and  the  cadet  band 
serenaded  ny  wife  and  me  the  evening  of  our  arrival*  We  sent  for  and  served 
refreshments* 

The  drill  period  was  between  lsl5  and  2:00  daily,  and  often  after  school 
wo  had  dress  parade  where  ny  last  year’s  band  appeared  before  large  crowds. 

'  The  following  August  I  was  ordered  to  my  company  then  at  Camp  Apache,  A.T. 
Thisplace  was  very  hard  to  get  to,  I  took  ny  wife  and  went  the  Santa  Fe  Rail¬ 
road  to  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  its  then  terminal.  He  stopped  a  few  days  in  Santa 
Fe,  the  second  if  not  the  first  town  in  this  country*  Gn  the  train  I  met  a 
nice  traveling  man,  introduced  him  to  Mrs.  %ecd  and  said  wr  had  to  stop  a  day 
or  two  in  Albuquerque  to  get  the  first  passenger  train  for  Holbrook,  A.T. , 
on  the  new  Atlantic  and  Pacific  railroad  to  Needles,  California.  The  young 
nan  told  us  there  was  then  no  good  hotel  in  Albuquerque,  the  Armijo  was  the 
largest  hotel,  was  alove  with  bed  bugs  that  he  had  a  room  by  the  year  at  a 
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small  hotel,  the  office  of  which  was  a  barroom.  Good  meals,  no  bugs,  and  cn 
his  advice  we  went  with  him  there*  The  landlord  left  bin  place  behind  the  bar 
and  had  me  register  then  he  lit  a  Intern  to  show  us  our  room*  It  was  raining, 
he  opened  aii  out si do  door  on  the  second  floor  and  led  us  on  a  roof  to  the  door 
of  a  poor  excuse  of  a  room,  said  there  was  no  key  to  the  door,  just  push  the 


bed  against  it*  Ify  wife  could  not  accept  such  a  room*  He  wont  hack  with  the 
landlord,  met  the  traveling  nan  who  pointing  to  a  room  said,  "Shew  the  couple 
this  room,  they  xy  like  it.n  He  did  and  took  it,  a  well  furnished  front  room, 
he  had  breakfast  in  a  common  looking  room  with  a  long  talbe,  no  cloth  cn  it 
and  with  a  bench  on  each  side  for  seats  $  my  wife  sat  cn  one  end  of  a  bench  and 
I  climbed  over  it*  Ho  enjoued  a ’good  meal  then  I  asked  the  landlord  if  the 
young  traveling  ran  had  eaten,  he  said,  "Yes  and  gone  away  again,  you  have  his 
room”*  He  never  met  this  young  man  again,  too  bad* 


Then  we  want  to  the  railway  station  saw  the  general  passenger  agent  *.jho 
wrote  on  a  pad  his  answer  to  our  questions  about  when  the  first  train  would 
leave  and  added  he  had  just  had  his  tonsils  cut  out  and  could  not  talk*  The 
third  morning  we  saw  our  trunks,  and  household  goods  put  in  a  box  car,  an  old 
pas sen  or  car  was  attached  to  the  freight  train*  He  and  four  others  passengers 
got  on  it*  (The  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  later  became  a  part  of  the  Santa 
Feesystera)  •  He  carried  food  enough  for  five  meals*  The  day  was  hot,  the  night 
was  so  cold  that  we  could  not  sleep,  each  passenger  curled  up  cn  a  double  seat 
with  a  valise  under  the  head*  There  was  no  wood  to  make  fires  in  the  two 
stoves ,  we  had  to  get  up  and  walk  to  and  fro  nearly  all  night  to  keep  from 
suffering* 

He  arrived  at  Holbrook  (cur  railroad  station)  late  the  next  afternoon* 
There  was  a  passenger  and  railway  building,  a  number  cf  tents  and  an  unfin¬ 
ished  hotel*  Hr*  Suck  the  proprietor  met  us,  said  3r's  furniture  was  on  our 
train  and  hc*d  fix  up  a  room  for  us  in  the  hotel*  The  windows  were  in  but 
no  doors  hung  yet,  he  showed  us  a  room  the  deer  was  standing  against  the  wall, 
said  he  *  d  get  furniture  for  the  room  and  we  could  put  the  door  against  the 
opening  and  push  the  bed  against  it*  He  brought  two  pails,  one  with  fresh 
water  and  the  other  empty  for  ditywaicr*  Ho  ate  in  his  mess  trnt,  at  bed 
time  he  handed  me  a  cnadle*  There  was  a  telegraph  line  to  Gamp  Apache  and 
the  commanding  officer  wired  he  5d  send  an  ambulance  and  two  wagons  for  me,  my 
wife,  and  our  household  goods*  He  had  to  wait  four  days  to  start  on  the 
ninety  mile  trip  over  rough  hilly  country* 


He  started  early,  our  first  stop  was  at  Snow  Flake,  plenty  of  bed  bugs* 
Next  stop  at  Cooley* s,  a  large  frame  hotel  and  a  big  new  bam.  Cooley  said 
could  have  the  whole  damned  house  as  he  and  his  family  moved  in  their  smoke 
house  because  there  ware  too  many  bugs  in  the  hotel*  At  his  advise  Mrs  *  Reed 
and  X  ij||pt  on  hay  in  a  box  stall  in  a  now  stable.  Kext  step  also  full  of 
bod  bugs'*  At  camp  Apache  there  were  then  no  bugs  but  they  visited  the  officers 
quarters  and  men*  a  barracks  later*  Bed  bugs  grew  in  pine  trees,  I  have  seen 
them  there. 


A  house  of  three  rooms,  two  log  and  one  frame,  was  assigned  to  me*  A 
snace  of  some  seven  feet  between  the  two  leg  rooms  was  enclosed  and  had  doors 


between  the  log  room  and  the  frame  rhe. 
a  frame  kitch.cn  and  a  servant  *s  bed  rcon, 


There  was 


also,  some  distance  off. 


The  kitchen  consisted  on  one  infantry  and  two  cavalry  companies.  There  wa 
a  camp  of  several  hundred  Apache  Indians  just  outside  the  post.  The  Khi'ie 
rive  ?  a  rushing  stream,  in  a  canyon  back  of  the  officers  quarters,  furnished 
Inking  water® 
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Cno  day  I  was  sent  to  Ilclbrcck  with  the  ambulance ,  a  wagon  and  seven  men 
as  a  guard  for  $9000  silver  dollars  to  pay  the  Indians  at  the  post  for  hay,  • 
The  silver  (five  heavy  bags)  arrived  by  express  the  next  day.  There  were 


about  half  dozen  tough  looking  strangers  in  the  little  town;  the  station  agent 
deliver* d  the  coin  to  me.  I  had  it  put  in  my  vacant  house,  where  ry  wife  and 
I  slept  and  put  two  men  on  guard  around  the  house.  The  noon  came  up  at  mid¬ 
night  so  we  left  and  went  a  few  miles  further  and  camped  in  the  open.  The 
money  was  put  in  the  tent  with  r.y  wife  and  me.  Clouds  hid  the  moon,  the  corp¬ 
oral  scratched  on  my  tent,  awakened  me  and  whispered  that  he  and  the  sentinel 
both  heard  the  sounds  cf  horses  feet.  Iff  wife  and  I  also  heard  them,  s6  I 
directed  the  men  to  be  awakened  quietly,  .the  team  hitched  up  and  loaded.  Tie 
wefet  a"  out  ten  miles  further  and  camped,  ry  wife  and  I  slept  in  a  vacant-  leg 
hut.  The  silver  cf  course  was  put  in  it  and  a  sentinel  posted  outside.  On 
arrival  at  the  post  Major  Folan  said,  "You  fooled  the  robbers  all  right. R 


One  day  Licutentant  Bingham,  Engineer  Corps  arrived  to  continue  the  sur¬ 
vey  of  the  bhite  Mountain  Indian  Reservation.  I  was  detailed  with  twenty 
infantrymen  and  Lieutenant  G.  A,  Biid,  third  cavalry  and  twenty  cavalry  men 
to  accompany  Lieutenant  Bingham,  and  as  1  was  senior  tc  food,  he  reported  to 
me.  We  took  thirty  day  rations  and  traveled  over  beautiful  mountainous 
country,  nine  to  ten  thousand  feet  high  in  running  the  boundry  lihe. 

Ttfhile  here  I  rwrote  a  new  version  of  my  "Infantry  Tactics"  Abridged  and 
Revis'd"  and  called  it  "Standard  Infantry  Tactics".  Itj proved  a  great  suc¬ 
cess,  I  also  worked  on  the  second  edition  of  my  "Military  Science  and  Tactics", 
another  book  that  sold  well. 


One  day  an  order  came  that '  transferred  me  to  I  company  at.  Fort  Lowell, 
Arizona  Territory.  I  was  'bo  command  it.  A  dougherty  wagon  with  four  miles 
and  two  six  mule  teams  were  furnaished  me,  with -a  guard  cf  four  men  besides 
the  three  drivers.  Our  first  camp  was  on  the  Black  rive  .  The  hill  to  go  up 
the  next  day  was  so  steep  and  close  to  the  river's  edge  that  wo  had  to  put 
twelve  mftles  to  ono wagon  and  when  m  got  it  up  the  hill  wo  had  to  send  the 
mules  back  for  the  other  wagon.  Of  course  we  had  tents  to  sleep  in.  The 
second  day  the  rear  wagon,  the  one  thaihad  ry  ness  chest  and  tent  broke  down. 
Fortunately  our  bedding  was  on  the  rack  at  the  back  of  the  ambulance  (dougherty 
wagon).  Our  dirver  had  a  little  coffee  and  flour  that  ho  carried  for  emergen¬ 
cies.  Our  supper  consisted  of  coffee  and  flap  jacks.  My  •ife  and  I  slept 
under  the  ambulance  and  after  an  early  breakfast  of  coffee  and  flap  jacks  we 
traveled  over  a  sandy  plain  with  no  more  to  eattill  we  reached  Cay  Thomas  on 
the  Gila  river.  At  ten  o'clock  p.n.  Lieutenant  Chase  directed  us  to  a 
Chinaman’s  restuarani,  and  sent  a  tin  bath  tub  and  hot  water  to  bathe  in,  to 
a  vacant  set  of  officers  quarters  where  wo  slept  on  the  floor.  The  next  day 
Capt.  Morten,  the  commanding  officer  sent  a  wagon  with  repairs  to  fix  our 
broken  down  wagon. 


, 
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That  day  we  reached  Fort  Grant,  ny  regi.  *cnial  headquarte  rs,  Lieut*  Col.  C* 
Bartlett  commanding*  Col.  and  Mrs.  Bartlett  took  as  in  and  kept  us  till  our 
second  wagon  arrived*  The  next  morning  the  band  appeared  before  the  colonel’s 
quarters  andplayed  ’’Bride  of  the  Regiment*’  *  A  program  was  handed  to  Hr s.  “ccd 
and  her  name  was  on  it  naming  her  as  the  bride*  All  of  the  officers  and  their 
wives  called  and  invited  us  to  their  quarters  for  breakfasts,  luncheons  and 
dinners*  I-.’c  wero  delayed  several  days  before  the  second  wagon  arrived  and  as 
we  co  Id  not  accept  all  of  the  invitations,  on  the  suggestion  of  ht*s.  Bartlett, 
we  accepted  none,  we  returned  the  calls* 

Col.  Bartlett  sent  back  our  transportation  and  furnished  me  with  his  to 
Wilcox,  a  station  onthe  Southern  Pacific  Railroad*  We  had  a  delightful  visit* 

On  arrival  at  T  us  con,  I  phoned  to  Port  Lowell  (seven  miles  distant)  and 
asked  for  an  ambulance  to  take  me  to  the  post  to  select  ny  quarters  and  saying 
Taj  wife  would  stay  at  the  hotel  till  our  ho  sehold  goods  arrived*  Gen.  Carr 
answered ,  ”  You  both  come  out  at  once  and  be  my  guests  until  a  place  can  be 
found  for  you.”  When  the  ambulance  arrived  wa  both  went  and  Ccn*  and  hr 2 * 

Carr  enter sained  us  for  a  few  days* 

Second  Lieutenant  Hodgson  and  wife,  had  to  give  me  his  two  rooms,  out¬ 
side  kitchen  and  servants’  bedroom  and  he  took  one  room  in  a  captain’s  quar¬ 
ters*  Lieutenant  Craig  had  to  give  me  his  dining  room  and  have  a  tent  with 
a  board  floor  put  up  for  his  dining  room. 

All  went  well  till  the  morning  of  December  31st  when  the  orderly  brought 
me  word  that  r.y  company  would  be  in.  the  center  of  the  battalion  for  muster  and 
inspection*  I  went  at  once  to  see  Craig,  the  Pest  Adjutant  and  he  turned  to 
Gen*  Carr  and ’said,  »Kr*  Reed  claims  the  r’ght  of  the  line,  because  his  company 
is  infantry  and  the  other  two  are  cavalry®”  Gen*  Carr,  “Hr®  Craig,  you  and  I 
belong  to  the  cavalry,  Hr*  Reed  is  right,  infantry  ranks  cavalry*1’ 


One  day  ray  first  sergeant  confined  private  Burk  in  the  guard  house  for 
dranksdness ,  coon  after  the  sergeant  of  the  guard  brought  Burk  to  see  me. 

Burk  asked  if  I  thought  him  drunk,  I  answered,  “Yea”,  then  Burk  said,  ’’Burk 
is  drunk,  take  him  back  to  the  guard  house.”  The  next  pay  day  (then  only 

six  times  a  year),  Burk  came  to  my  quarters  with  a  small  package  and  in 
handing  it  to  me  said,  ’’This  Sir,  is  a  book  called  “Happy  Homes  the  Hearts 
that  Hake  Them”,  it  is  for  the  lieutenant  hi  and  his  wife  with  love  from 
private  Burk”* 

One  day  orders  came  formthe  tenor  companies  (new  called  troops)  of  the  sixth 
cavalry  to  change  stations  with  two  companies  of  the  fourth  cavalry,  so  I  was 
appointed  post  adjutant,  quartermaster,  commissary  ordinance  and  signal  officer* 
After  the  transfer  of  property  was  made,  Ccn*  E.  A*  Carr  left  with  the  cavalry* 
About  a  week  or  two  later  two  companies  of  the  fourth  cavalry  arrived  and  I 
im&  relieved  of  all  duty  except  the  command  of  r sy  own  company* 


Hot  long  after  this,  on  account  of  poor  health,  I  was,  on  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  post  sergeant,  cent  to  San  Francisco  where  1  was  examined  by  a 
board  of  three  surgeons  and  sent  to  San  Diego,  California  for  light  duty,  sy 
wife  accompanied  no*  Our  household  effects  which  wo  packed  and  left  in  stor¬ 
age  at  Fort  Lowlll,  were  shipped  to  Sen  Diego,  California  and  not  unpacked 
there 3  so  we  boarded  at  the  Horton  House* 


' 
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After  a  stay  of  six  or  eight  weeks  the  post  surgeon  saw  that  I  could  not- 
live  there  (1  weighed  only  113  pounds)  go  my  wife  and  I  returned  to  fan  Fran¬ 
cisco*  I  was  again  examined  by  a  board  of  three  medical  officers  and  granted 
a  sick  leave  of  absence  and  told  to  go  where  I  pleased.  He  visited  Indiana- 
polls  and  Richmond,  Indiana  and  wont  to  Baltimore,  Hd.  where  I  placed  myself 
under  the  treatment  of  Dr.  Almon  Brooks. 

At  7 os  Angeles,  as  lire.  ilcod  and  I  stood  on  the  dock  watching  the  lighter 
(  email  steamer)  come  from  the  dock  toward  our  large  steamer  I  saw  Lieut,  and 
k rs.  O’C  and  Johnny  on  the  lighter.  I  had  time  to  tell  lire.  Reed  the  follow¬ 
ing  about  them. 


Johnny  was  a  very  mischievous  boy  of  six  or  seven  years.  One  day  a  half 
dozen  officers  stopped  in  front  of  his  father’s  quarters  to  chat.  0{C  was 
standing  on  hisporeh  and  I  eat  on  it  with  my  feet  on  the  gravel  walk.  Lit!" 
johnny  put  a  handful  of  fine  gravel  between  my  neck  and  my  shirt  collar.  X 
said,  ”0’C  stop  Johnny  putting  gravel  down  my  back,  if  you  don't  punish  him 
and  he  docs  it  again  I  will.5*  Johnny  did  it  again,  I  caught  him  and  spanked 
kin*  His  mother  was  net  one  hundred  feet  from  the  house,  Johnny  ran  to  her,  s 
she  took  him  in  the  house,  and  called  her  husband  in.  The  rest  of  us  officers 
started  for  the  Trader  Store.  0*0  over  trek  us  and  to  ne  said,  Mrs,  C*C  says 
if  I  were  half  a  man  I’d  thresh  you  or  get  whipped  in  the-  attempt  but  I  »m  glad 
you  spanked  Johnny,  Ms  mother  never  punishes  him  and  objects  to  me  doing  it.n 

It  was  summer  weather  at  Fort  Sully*  I  ate  at  ry  captain’s  quarters.  He 
were  at  breakfast,  Johnny  walked  in  the  front  door,  he  could  not  see  me  but  he 
saw  a  plate  of  hot  biscuits  on  the  table  and  said,  ”1  want  a  vis  cult,  I  dp," 
then  seeing  merhe  turned  around  and  rapidly  left  saying,  **I  don't  want  a  bis¬ 
cuit,  I  don’t.*1 

Hulls  in  Richmond,  Indiana  on  my  year’s  leave  of  absence,  1  ran  down  to 
Cincinnati  to  see  Capt.  Tisdale  of  my  regiment  who  was  on  the  r  c rutting  ser¬ 
vice  there.  He  said  that  Mrs.  O’C  and  children  were  visiting  her  parents  and 
asked  me  to  go  with  him  to  call  on  her.  I  said,  "Krs.  O’C  won’t  see  me  if  I 
should  go  because  hhe  had  not  spoken  to  me  since  I  spanked  Johnny”  -  ”Tes  she 
will,  she  told  me  about  it  and  says  that  now  when  Johnny  is  unruly  all  she 
has  to  do  is  to  threaten  to  tell  you  when  they  return  to  Sully  and. you*  11 
spank  bin  again.”  I  went  ilth  Tisdale,  the  maid- invited  us  in  and  took  our 
cards.  Mr.  .  G’C  and  children  were  at  the  banister  on  the  second  floor  and 
Johnny  said,  ”It  aint’s  eight  and  I’m  going  down.”  Milan  Mrs.  O’C  saw  cur 
cards  she  said,  ”  Johnny  you  better  not  go  down*”  It  aint  Mr.  Reed  is  it?” 
'■’Yes5*.  ”Thon  I’ll  go  to  bed.”  Mrs.  O’C  greeted  me  very  cordiallyrsaying, 

”The  spanking  you  gave  Johnny  has  made  it  easy  for  me  to  manage  him*” 

IIow  here  at  the  O’C’s,  Johnny  at  once  shook  my  hand  and  said,  ’’That 
spanking  you  gave  me,  had  made  a  nan  of  me,  and  added  ’’Poppy  is  freckled.  Mama’ 
freckled,  I’m  freckled  and  the  dog  (a  hairless  Mexican  one)  is  freckled  too, 
wo  are  a  freckled  family.” 

After  being  in  Balitmore  a  few  months  I  received  an  order  to  report  for 
duty  at  Camp  Apache,  Arizona.  I  wrote  the  Adjutant  of  the  Army  that  I  was  not 
well  enough  to*  travel.  A  few  days  later  Inspector  General  Baird  called  on  me. 
I  was  in  bed  at  Barnum’s  Hotel.  He  said,  being  in  the  city,  he  called  to  see 
me,  added  that  he  was  sorry  to  find  me  so  poorly,  and  when  ho  returned  to 
Washington  he  would  see  the  Adjutant  General.  A  few  days  later  I  got  an  order 


■ 


■ 

•>— i 

' 

J  >; 


to  appear  before  the  retiring  board  in  V- shin;  ton  and  as  soon  as  I  was  well 
enough  to  advise  the  board  the  day  I  could  appear  before  it,  A  fortnight 
after  this  I  appeared  and  was  again  examined*  In  due  time  I  received  an 
order  granting  me  an  indefinite  sick  leave  of  absence*  April  23 ,  1889  an 
order  was  ‘ esued  placing  me  on  the  retired  list  on  account  of  physical  dis¬ 
ability  ,  incident  to  the  service*  In  1916  for  additional  a ctivo  (college) 
duty,  the  president  commissioned  mo  a  captain  on  the  retired  list. 

In  1906  my  idle  and  I  made  our  hone  in  Chicago.  Three  other  men  and  I 
bought  a  fountain  men  patent  and  started  making  fountain  and  gold  rens.  I 
was  chosen  president  and  treasurer  of  our  "Crown  Pen  Company" *  lie  started 
with  two  gold  pen  makers  and  one  expert  to  turn  the  hard  rubber  Ink  holders. 

■  'o  also  employed  two  girls  to  work  in  the  shop  and  one  to  assist  me  in  the 
office,  lie  had  a  working  exhibit  in  machinery  hall  in  the  1893  Chicago  iiorld* a 
Fair,  at  that  time  we  had  fifty  employees.  In  1896  I  sold  my  interest  in  the 
pen  business* 

In  1896  I  also  took  charge  of  the  publication  of  the  books  I  hod  written, 

I  revised  sons  of  them  and  wrote  others ^  R Light  Artillery  Tactics,”  "Cavalry 
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Tactics”  Broom  Tactics”,  for  the  young  ladies,  a  special  "Knights  o 
Tactics”,  Cad  el  life  at  Vest  Point”  *  I  revised  editions  of  sene  of  them*  I 
also  published  ” Powers  Dciplay  Movements”,  and  in  1891  from  advanced  page 
proofs  (sent  me  by  friends  in  Washington,  D.C.)  of  n Infantry  Drill  Regulations" , 
prepared  by  a  board  of  army  officers*  I  had  sine  page  blocks  made  from  the 
plated  page  proofs  and  had  twenty  thousand  copies  of  this  book  printed  and  the 
day  they  were  finished  I  packed  and  shipped  eighteen  thousand  and  four  conies 
of  my  different  publications,  the  larger  part  being  infantry  drill  regulations. 

On  April  '2k,  1889  about  a  dozen  and  a  half  Host  Feint  gradates .  by  request 
of  Herr  of  5 66,  met  at  the  Grand  Pacific  Hotel,  Chicago  to  dine  together*  He 
gathered  opposite  to  our  private  dining  room  in  a  room  for  wraps  and  Herr 
asked,  "gentlemen,  boxy  shall  we  take  seats*”  I  suggested  according  to  date  of 
graduation*  Th  t  was  the  way  we  sat  and  continued  to  sit  at  the  dinners  for 
many  years*  The  gathering  of  old  and  young  graduates  vns  so  pleasant  that  a 
committee.  Smith  of  *£l,  Pascal  of  and  Heed  of  *73  was  appointed  to  get 
up  a  dinner  for  the  next  spring*  Smith  and  Has  cal  told  me  to  select  a  tine 
and  place  and  mail  notices* 

One  winter  evening  in  looking  at  Cullun’s  Register  of  Host  Point  Graduates, 
I  road  that  by  an  Act  of  Congress  a  ■••■proved  March  16,  1802  the  military  academy 
was  established  at  best  Point,  N*Y*  This  date  was  something  to  celebrate, 
and  the  next  spring,  I  mailed  notices  to  the  address  of  cvc  y  graduate  I  could 
learn  of  who  lived  in  Chicago  and  vicinity,  a  printed  notice  of  a  dinner  on 
March  loth  at  the  Auditorium  Hotel,  Chicago  to  commemorate  the  88th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  founding  of  a  United  States  Military  Academy.  The  next  year 
dinners  to  commemorate  the  Founding  of  the  academy  were  held  in  Chicago  and 
San  Francisco.  Since  then  they  have  been  held  annually  everywhere  that  enough 
Uoct  Pointers  can  be  assembled,  on  or  near  March  16th* 

In  1906  wg  moved  from  Chicago  to  Winter  Park,  Florida  and  the  next  year 
at  the  Chicago  dinner  it  was  voted  that  any  ex-cadet,  who  had  been  not  less 
than  a  year  at  the  academy  and  vouched  for  by  a  graduate,  could  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  graduates. 


The  regular  army  of  the  United  States 


consists  of  officers  and  privates 
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the  latter  enlisted  for  a  term  of  yea  re.  Tie  term  is  changed  from  tine  to  tine 
by  ecus  of  congress  and  ohc  officers  arc  appointed  for  life  by  the  president, 
afuer  confirmation  oy  the  senate#  The  men  commissioned  as  officers  arc  chosen 
in  three  trays ,  first  upon  the  rcc emendation  by  senators ,  representatives, 
Governors  of  states  and  other  influential  persons 5  second  graduates  cf  Host 
Point  and  third  iron  meritorious  non  comissioned  officers  or  privates  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  captains  of  their  companies#  lion  commissioned  officers,  upon  the 
recommendation  of  captains  of  companies,  are  ci.tr  n  warrants  by  colonels  of  reci¬ 
pients  in  the  infantry,  .  cavalry  and  artillery.  In  the  other  branches  of  the  army 
tney  are  c  no  sen  in  a  different  way*  In  the  line  of  the  army,  infantry,  cavalry 
and  artillery,  all  officers  start  as  second  lieutenants,  while  in  staff  depart¬ 
ments  they  start  in  the  lowest  grad©  of  the  department  in  which  they  are  com¬ 
missioned  and  the  lowest  grade  in  these  departments  is  not  the  sane,  but  in  all 
of  then  it  is  higher  than  second  lieutenant*  Quite  a  number  of  men  who  enlisted 
as  privates  later  have  become  officers  and  risen  high  enough  to  command  the  army# 
One  was  adjutant  general  of  the  army  and  another  was  chief  of  staff  during  the 
World  War#  West  Point  of  course  produces  the  best  officers  byt  many  excellent 
ones  have  come  from  both  civil  life  and  the  army#  Years  ago  the  regular  army 
was  commanded  by  a  major.  There  have  been  only  five  generals,  Washington,  Grant, 
Sherman*  Sheridan  and  Pershing,  in  the  regular  army  and  two.  Bliss  and  March 
were  generals  in  the  army  raised  for  the  World  War  and  all  but  Washington  gradu¬ 
ated  from  West  Point#  Washington,  when  president  recommended  the  establishment 
of  a  military  academy  at  West  Point# 

When  I  joined  the  first  infantry  there  were  two  other  lieutenants  in  it, 
the  first  enlisted  as  a  private,  his  wife  was  one  of  the  three  laundresses  in 
Iris  company  and  he  was  on  daily  duty  as  the  company  shoe  maker;  on  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  his  captain  he  was  commissioned  a  second  lieutenant  and  assigned  to  the 
same  company*  The  other  was  an  enlisted  ran  in  the  engineer  detachment  station¬ 
ed  at  West  ; bint,  after  he  ms  commissioned  a  second  lieutenant  he  married  the 
daughter  of  a  prominent  frailly#  Leter  they  hada  son  and  while  he  was  a  cadet 
at  West  Point  his  parents  visited  him*  The  same  engineer  detachment  was  still 
on  duty* 

Beginning  in  1 8$6  or  »£?  I  began  collecting  copper  cents  one  for  each 
year,  and  later  I  collected  half  cents  and  nickel  and  silver  coins,  also 
fractional  currency  made  during  the  Civil  War*  I  saw  fractional  fifty  cent 
crdr.  platers  paid  to  soldiers  in  1875*  Every  year  1  added  to  my  coin  collect¬ 
ions*  While  on  duty  in  the  west  1  collected  Indian  r  clics  and  some  years  ago 
I  presented  these  collections  (valued  at  £10,000)  to  the  museum  at  West  Point# 

I  later  sent  to  the  Point  the  tort  books  I  used  there,  my  class  album,  the 
drawings  and  water  colors  I  made  while  a  cadet,  the  diary  I  kept  on  an  eight 
months  Indian  campaign  in  Dakota  and  Montana  Territories  in  1877#  Also  my 
collection  cf  U.S*  seals  with  an  article  on  them,  etc* 

I  often  attend  the  graduating  exerices  at  West  Point  and  in  June  1933  I 
was  the  third  oldest  graduate  present# 

A  few  years  ago  I  presented  some  of  my  antigue  furniture  to  the  Wayne 
County  (Indiana)  Historical  Society,  founded  and  maintained  by  Mrs.  W*  W#  C-aar# 

X  have  the  following  commissions s  second  lieutenant,  first  lieutenant. 
Captain  of  the  U*S.,  Inspector  General  of  Indians,  Capt.  Engineering  Copps, 
Illinois  Guard,  Colonel  on  the  staff  of  Governor  A*  E.  Head,  Washington; 

General  Knights  cf  the  Globe  and  Colonel  of  "Colonel  Hught  f *  Heed's  regiment0 
during  the  Spanish-American  War;  Colonel  on  the  Staff  of  Governor  W#  T.  Durbin 
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of  Indiana.  For  years  I  was  on  active  duty  at  the  Howe  School  Lima  (now  Howe) 
Indiana  and  have  done  duty  at  other  schools. 


***  .  \yt  *** 
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tions  practicing  military  drills. 

Fvc-ry  chance  I  have  had,  both before  and  after  marrying  I  have  travelled 
a  good  deal.  Ben  in  forty-six  of  the  forty  eight  states,  in  Canada,  Cuby, 
Mexico  and  Europe  several  tines.  My  homo  is  now  at  Ocala,  Florida,  six  miles 
from  Silver  Spring,  the  largest  spring  in  the  world,  it  is  beautiful. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Fpanish-Ame ri can  rnr  dozens  of  my  friends  com¬ 
mended  ns  to  President  McKrnley  for  appointment  as  a  Brigadier  General  of 
volunteers.  I  did  not  receive  the  commission.  After  the  war  ended  I  learned 
that  a  man,  destroyed  my  commission*  1  accused  him  of  it  and  he  confessed  to 
mo  that  he  did  destroy  it.  Maybe  it  is  for  the  best  as  I  might  net  be  hero 
to  writs  this. 


In  1900  1  organized  a  large  military  parade  to  celebrate  the  completion 
of  a  new  federal  building  in  Chicago.  Being  an  author  I  joined  the  Chicago 
Press  Club  and  was  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  union  League  and  Kenwood 
Clubs.  Me  lived  near  the  latter,  it  was  a  club  for  both  sexes.  I  am  new  a 
member  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  in  Washington,  B.  C. 

In  the  summer  of  1895  theOdd  Fellows  (1. 0.0.?.)  obtained  permission  of 
the  Chicago  City  council  to  hold  a  competitive  drill  on  the  south  half  of  the 
lake  front  park,  to  fence  It  in  and  charge  fifty  cents  admission  to  see  the 
drills  in  the  •afternoon  and  the  fireworks  at  night  for  five  or  six  days. 

Gen.  Underwood  of  Louisville,  Ky.  had  charge.  He  built  a  largo  grand  stand 
and  had  headquarters  at  the  auditorium  (then  the  best  hotel).  1  agreed  to 
get,  and  did  get,  two  ether  army  officers  to  serve  with  me  as  judges  of  the 
drills.  A  tent  was  put  up  near  the  drill  ground  and  supplied  with  vines, 
liquors,  and  cigars  free  to  the  judges  and  their  friends.  A  large  crowd 
gathered  the  first  day,  reporters  had  choice  seats  in  the  grandstand.  Two 
cantons  (military  companies)  competed,  and  being  new,  a  very  poor  exhibition 
was  given.  tfhen  it  ended  I  went  at  once  to  the  reporteres,  who  said  they 
would  roast  the  city  council  for  letting  any  one  charge  admission  to  a  public 
park  to  see  such  poor  drills*  I  escorted  the  reporters  to  the  refreshment 
tent,  had  them  served  with  drinks  and  cigars,  and  said  the  drill  we  just 
©aw  was  very  bad,  they©  must  be  a  better  drilled  cantons,  five  the  people  a 
chance  to  see  them.  Just  say  that  there  was  a  priactice  drill  today  and  that 
the  exhibition  will  open  with  fireworks  to  night  and  competitive  drills  begin 
tomorrow*  I  do  not  belong  to  the  Odd  Fellows,  a  very  large  benevolent  organ¬ 
isation,  and  1  think  it  would  be  a  crime  to  condemn  it  b  ecause  less  than  a 
hundred  members,  who  give  their  time  and  money  to  learn  to  drill,  have  not 
practiced  long  enough  to  drill  well.  The  fireworks  were  excellent  and  ended 
in  a  financial  success,  both  to  the  Odd  Fellows  and  to  the  city* 

In  1890  I  was  one  of  the  three  judges  of  a  competitive  drill  between 
companies  (called  Divisions)  of  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.  and 
from  many  other  cities  in  the  United  States.  The  judges  were  quartered  at 
the  Plankington  House  and  after  the  drills  the  landlord  gave  us  a  parlor  to 
figure  out  the  standing.  Khan  finished  two  of  the  judges  brought  the  Erie, 
Kansas  division  out  first  and  the  Hastings,  Mich*,  second,  while  I  had  the 
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Hastings  first  and  the  Eric*  Kansas  second.  Our  narks  were  so  close  that 
when  we  cane  to  a  certain  number  on  the  programme  where  the  two  judges  gave 
a  high  nark  to  Erie*  Kans.  and  a  lot-;  nark  to  Hastings*  Mich.,  Gen.  (then 
Captain)  Charles  King  said  that  7  ought  to  know  tactics;  I  answered  that  I 
did  and  that  the  Knights  of  Pythias  were  like  nine  then  in  general  use  in 
everything  except  for  that  particular  number.  These  two  judges  said  they 
would  change  their  narks  if  1  could  prove  it.  I  pulled  (not  pushed)  the  bell, 
a  copy  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  tactics  was  brought  and  showed  that  I  was 
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After  the  ppiao  (a  certified  chock  for  gl£00)  was  given  to  the  Hastings, 
Mich,  division*  the  captain  (A.D.  Niskem)  called  at  tho  hotel  and  thanked 
us  for  the  award  because  his  congressman  promised  to  get  him  reappointed  a 
second  lieutenant  in  the  army  if  he  won  the  drill 0  He  also  said  that  he 
graduated  at  T-Jeat  Point  (I  think  in  1885)  resigned  a  year  or  so  later  and 
wanted  to  get  back  in  the  army  by  our  unanimous  decision  which  he  did  and 
served  till  he  was  retired  for  age. 

X  served  as  a  judge  on  many  other  competitive  drills. 


In  1903  I  received  a  telegram  from  Mayor  Carter  H.  Harrison  Jr.  (a  demo¬ 
crat)  requesting  me  to  call  at  his  office  at  11? 00  o 5 clock  that  morning.  The 
elevator  man  shoed  me  the  room.  A  number  of  national  guard  officers  were  in 
it.  Each  bad  a  telegram  like  mine.  More  came  in  and  when  the  room  had  a'  out 
three  dozen  officers  in  it  the  mayor  came  in  and  said,  n Gentlemen,  President 
McKinley  (a  Republican)  is  to  boburied  tomorrow  and  I  want  a  memorial  parade 
to  march  in  this  city  at  the  sane  time  another  parade  escorts  his  body  to  the 

cemetery  in  Gaytan,  Ohio*  I  know  nothing  of  military  affairs  and  as  you  are 

the  leaders  in  Chicago  in  that  line,  I  want  you  to  get  up  a s  large  a  parade 
as  possible *w  Many  present  answered  that  there  is  not  time  enough  to  get  up 
a  parade,  v?hile  others  said,  «Col.  -ksccl  has  gotten  up  more  parades’  than  any 
one  els©  and  if  it  can  be  done  he  is  the  only  man  w  o  can  do  it.”  Mayor 

Harrison  said,  RCol#  Reed,  please  rise,  I  appoint  you  to  got  up  the  best 

parade  you  can*  You  may  have  this  rroa  and  as  many  more  as  you  need.  There 
is  a  telephone  in  another  room,  1  will  show  you.  Use  xnynnaiae  on  anything  to 
make  a  success .B  He  showed  me  the  p^onc,  a  few  officers  remained,  the  others 
went  away# 

I  used  the  phene,  talked  with  the  city  editors  of  all  daily  papers,  and 
with  the  president  of  the  first  national  (then  the  largest)  bank,  all  offered 
to  work  with  me* 
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to  answer  tho  phone."  They  agreed  to  furnish  010,000.  I  wired  the  Secretary 
of  War,  about  the  Sheridan  troops  coming  and  signed  the  mayor’s  name  to  the 
telegram*  Everything  was  premising  when  I  went  home  on  the  last  Illinois 
Central  Suburgan  t rain.  Tho  next  morning  papers  published  the  information  I 
gave  and  published  my  orders  as  fast  as  I  g  ave  them.  Yy  first  orders  asked 
commanders  of  organizations  desiring  to  participate  to  see  that  I  was  furnished 
with  names  cf  the  organizations,  number  of  members  and  numbers  in  the  bands. 

The  morning  papers  ' f  tho  burial  day  published  the  streets  I  designated  for 
assembling  the  various  organizations  and  for  the  line  of  march  to  start  at  X#C0 
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P**w  I'll  chic;  an  Avenue  the  head  of  the  column  at  Adams  street.  The  troops 

from  Fort  Sheridan,  to  march  south  fron  the  northwestern  R.R.  station  to  tfhnj, 
thence  ••  ust  and  halt  at  Michigan  Avenue,  the  commanding  officer  to  report  to 
Col.  Hugh  f .  "vec.d  at  12s33  p*ia*  The  chief  of  police  will  send  a  police  offi¬ 
cer  to  conduct  the  Sheridan  troops  fron  and  to  the  ITorihues tern  depot  and  see 
that  all  traffic  is  kept  off  all  streets  to  be  used.  Everything  worked  w^ll, 
the  column  roved  on  tine  and  it  was  after  six  o » clock  when  the  la ' t  organization 
passed  tlio  mayor  on  the  reviewing  stand.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  city  council 
it  tave  me  a  "Vote  of  Thanks”  forgetting  up  in  such  a  heart  tire  a  very  largo 
parade  and  sent  me  an  engrossed  copy  of  it. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  world  Ear  I  was  again  commended  to  the  president 
for  a  point rent  as  a  general  officer  of  volunteers ,  but  Secretary  of  liar (Baker) 
returned  a  letter  from  a  general  officer *  mo  of  many  who  commended  ne,  with 
an  endorsement  that  I  was  too  old  for  active  duty.  That  was  in  191 h  and  this 
is  193iw 


Ky  wife  and  I  had  two  very  handsome  oil  paintings  for  a  wedding  present 
and  a  year  a  fterher  death  in  1926,  1  gave  one,  "John  Alien  and  Priscilla  Pullens" 
to  the  Hichmond-Leland  Hotel.  School  teachers  often  take  their  pupils  to  see  it. 


The  hotel  insured  the  picture  for  63,00 
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The  other  one  I  gave  to  Earlhara  College,  Richmond,  Indiana  and  it,  "The 
Vestal  Virgins”  is  seen  and  admired  by  college  people  and  visitors,  it  is  near¬ 
ly  as  valuable. 

I  have  seen  women  spin  flax,  cord  wood,  weave  cloth  (which  they  had  dyed 
and  carpets  on  home  made  looms,  they  made  all  clothing  worn  by  the  family. 

Vhen  cloth  could  be  bad  by  the  yeard  they  continued  to  make  clothing  at  home. 
They  cooked  in  fire  places  over  wood  fires,  made  bread,  pic-s,  cakes,  etc. 

Washed  clothes  in  wooden  tubs  which  w  re  also  used  to  bathe  in*  make  tallow 
dips  (then)  candles.  Sperm  oil  candles  were  expensive  for  ordinary  use.  They 
made  two  kinds  of  soap,  one  soft  and  the  other  hard.  They  made  comforters  for 
beds,  and  they  often  and  "quilting  bees”  to  work  on  then,  lunches  were  served 
on  these  occasions.  Woken  had  so  much  to  do  at  thorn©  that  they  did  not  work 
in  stores  and  offices  as  many  do  new.  Specialists  made  bonnets,  hats,  caps, 
boots,  and  shoes.  A  boot  or  shoo  -was  then  worn  on  either  foot;  little  boys 
were  proud  of  their  red  topped,  copper  tecs  boots,  for  years  men  preferred  boots 
to  shoes.  Children  walked  to  and  from  school!  one  in  186?  and  »68  walked  five 
miles  each  way  and  did  the  chores  at  hone  before  and  after  school  besides 
^ 1 king  several  cows. 


I  have  seen  men  help  neighbors  raise  and  put  together  timbers  for  houses 
and  bams  that  wore  ready  for  use,  dinner  paid  for  that  help,  additional  help 
cost  money.  Small  farmers  often  helped  one  another  cut  wheat,  oats,  and  rye 
with  cradles,  a  dinner  paid  for  that  too.  Threshing  was  dons  on  the  barn  floor 
by  unshod  horses  walking  over  the  straw* 

Peonle  then  were  contented. 


Killers  ground  the  flour  on  shar/cs • 


Great  Barrington.  Hass* 
April  16,  1931s- 
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